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10 THE 


Courteous Reader, 


1 HAVE written to thee now about the Barren Fig- 

tree; or how it will fare with the fruitleſs profeſſor” 

that ſtandeth in the vineyard of Gd. : 
Of what complexion thou art, I cannot certainly di. 


Vine; but the parable tells thee, the cumber-ground 
mhuſt be cut down, Ns | 


A cumber-ground profeſſor, is not only a provoca- 


tion to God; a ſtumbling- block to the world, and a 


ble miſh to religion; but a ſnate to his own ſoul.. Tho“ 


his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head 


reach unto the clouds; yet he ſhall periſh for ever, like 
his own dung; they that have feen him (hall ſay, 
Where is he? Job 20. 6. | 


* . 


Now they count it pleaſure to riot in the day- time, 


2 Pet 2. 13, 14. But what will they do when the ax: 
is fetched out? : | 


The tree whoſe fruit withereth, is reckoned a tree 


| without fruit, a tree twice dead, and one that mult be 


plucked up by the root, Jude 12, 
O thou cumber-ground i God expects fruit, God will 
come ſeeking fruit ſhortly. 1 
My exhortation therefore is to Profeſſors, that ther 
look to it, that they take heed. 


The Barren Fig- tree in the vineyard, and the bram- 


ble in the wood, are both prepared for the fire. | 
Proteſſion is not a covert to hide from the eye of 


God; nor will it palliate the revengefal threatning of 
his 3 ne will command to cut it doga ſhortly. 


he church and a profeſſion are the beſt of places for 


| the upright, but the work in the world tor the cumbers 


Rog” grounds; 


| 6 w }F 

ground: he muſt be caſt, as profane, out of the mount 
of God; caſt, I ſay, over the wall of the vineyard, there 
to wither ; thence to be gathered and burned. It had 
been better for them that they had not known the way 
of righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 21. And yet if they had not, 
they had been damned; but it is better to go to helb 

Without, than in, or from under aprofeſſion: theſe ſhalk 
receive greater damnation, Luke 20. 47. 5 

If thou be a profeſſor, read and tremble : If thou be 
profane, do ſo likewile. . For if the righteous ſcarcely 
be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and finners appear? 
Cumber-ground, take heed of the AX Barren Fig- tree, 
beware of the fire. 

But I will keep thee no 1 8 out 15 the book. 
CHRIST JESUS, the dreſſer of he vineyard, take care 
at thee, dig about thee, and dung thee, that thou. 
may ſt bear og ; that when the Lord of the vineyard. 
cometh with his ax. to ſeek tor fruit, or pronounce the 
ſentence of damnation on the barren fig-tree, thou may lt. 
eſcape that judgment. . The cumber-ground mult ts. 
the wood pile, and thence to the fire. Fare wel. | 

Grace be with all them that love our Lord JESUS. 

in ſincerity. Amen. | 
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Donn K Downfal 


O. F THE 


F ruitleſs Profeſſor. + 


| Luxz15. 6, 75 8, 9. 


A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, and be 


came and "as fruit thereon, and found none. Then ſaid 


be toe the dreſſer of his vineyard, Bzhold theſe three years 1 
come ſecking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it 
down. why. cumbereth. it the ground? And he anſwering, 
ſaid, Lord let it alone this year alſo, until! ſpall dig about 


it, and dung it ; and if it bear fruit, well, and if not, 
hen after that Fon [halt cut it dum. 


T the beginning of this chapter we read how ſome. 
of the Jews came to Jeſus Chriſt to tell him of the 
_ cruelty of Pontius Pilate, in mingling the blood of the 
SGalileans with their ſacrifices. A heatheniſh and pro- 
digious act: for therein he ihewed, not only his malice» 
againſt the Jewiſh nation, but alſo againſt their worſhip, 
aud conſequently their God. An action I fay, not only 
haeatheniſh, but alſo prodigious ; for the Lord Jeſus pa- 
raphraſing upon this fact of nis, teacheth the Jews, that 
| a ne they ſhould. all likewiſe periſh ; like 


0 


wiſe 


„ 1 BARREN FIG-TREEs. 
| wiſe, that is, by the hand and rage of the Roman ems» 
pire; neither ſhould they be more able to avoid the 
ſtroke, than were thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower 
of Siloam fell, and ſtew them, Luke 19. 42, 43, 44 The 
| fulfilling of which prophecy, for their hardneſs of heart, 

and impenitency, was in the days of Titus, fon of Veſ- 
paſian, about forty years after the death of Chriſt. Then, 
F ſay, were theſe Jews and their city, both environed 
round on every fide, wherein both they and it to amaze- 
ment, were miſerably overthrown. God gave them: 
fword and famine, peſtilence and blood, for their out- 
rage againſt the ſon of his love. Sa wrath came on 
them to the uttermoſt, 1 Theſſalonians 2. 16. | 

Now, to prevent their old and fooliſh ſalve; wich 
they always had in readineſs. againſt ſuch prophecies. 
and denunciations of judgment, the Lord Jeſus preſents. 
them with this parable, in which he emphatically ſhews. 
them, their cry of being the temple of the Lord, and 
of their being the children of Abraham, &c. and their 
being the church of God, would not ſtand them in 
any lead. As who ſhould fay, it may be, you think to 
help yourſelves againſt this my. prophecy of your utter 
and unavoidable overthrow, by the intereſt which you: 
have in your outward privileges; but all theſe will Fait 
you; for what think you? A certain man had a fig- 
tree planted in his vincyard, and he came and ſought 
fruit thereon, and found none. This is the caſe, the 
Jewiſh land is God's vineyard, I know it, and I. know- 
alſo, that you are the fig-trees. But behold, there 
wanteth the main hing, which is fruit; for the fake, 
and in expectation of which, he ſer this vineyard with 
trees. Now, ſceing ihe fruit is not found amongſt you; 
the fruit, I ſay, for the ſake of which he did at firſt 
plant this vineyard; what remains, but that in juſtice, 
he command to cut you down, as thoie that cumber. 


the ground, that ne may plant himſelt another vineyard?” 


Then ſaid be unto the dreſſer of the vineyard,. 
Behold theſe three years I come teeking fruit on this fig- 
tree, and find none; cut it down, why cumbc:rein it the 
ground? This thereiore muſt be your end, although 
you are planted in the garden of God; ior the barren» 


ale and unfruitfulneſs of your. hearts and lives, you 
| mu 


THE BARREN PIG-TREE. =» | 


e muſt bac cut off,-yea, rooted up, and caſt out of the vine · 
yard. 


In J parables there are two things to be taken notice | 


of, and to be inquired into of them that reads 
Firſt, the metaphors made uſe of. 


Secondly, the doctrine, or myſteries couched under 


ſuch metaphors. ö 
The metaphors in this parable are: 1. A certain man. 


2. A vineyard, 3. A fig- tree, barren or fruitleſs. 4. 
A drefſer. 53. Three years. 6. Digging and dung- 
ing. &c. 


The doctrine or myſtery, ales under theſe words, 
is to thew us, what is like to become of a fruitleſs or for- 


mal profeſſor. For, 

1. By the mau in the parable, Luke 15. 11. is meant 
= God the father. 85 | 

2. By the vineyard, IIa. 5. 7. his church. 
3. By the fig+ tree, a profeſſor. 

4. By the dreſſer, the Lord Jeſus. 
5. By the fig-tree's barrenneſs, the profeſſor's fruite. 
Iefoneſs, 


6. By the three years, the patience of God that for: the 


time he extendeth to barren profeſſors. 
7. This calling to the dreſſer of the vineyard to cut- 


it down, is to. ſhew the outcries of juſtice againſt fruit. 


leſs profeſſors.  - 
38. The drefler's intercediog, i is to ſhew, how the Tad. 


| Jeſus Reps in, and takes hold of the head of his father's. 


ax, to ſtop, or at lealt to defer preſent execution on a. 
barren fig- tree. 

9. The dreſſer's defire to try to make the fg tree fruit · 
ful, is to ſhew you. how unwilling he is that ever a bar- 
ren fig. tree ſhould yet be barren, and periſh. 


10. His digging about it, and duaging at it, is to ſhew.: 


his willingneſs to apply goſpel helps to this barren pro-. 
feſſor, if happily he may. be fruitful, 

11. The ſuppoſition that the fig-tree may yet conti - 

nue fruitleis, is to ſhew, that when Chriſt Jeſus hath 


done all, there are ſome profeſſors will abide barren and 


„ Truptininns | 
IH determination ners this dien, at laſt 


-_ L 
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to eut it down, is a certain prediction of ſuch profeſſors 
unavoidable and eternal damnation. 

But to take this parable into pieces, and to diſcourſe - 
more particularly, though with all brevity, upon all the 
* thereof. 


A certain man bad a fig g tree planted i in his vineyard. 


The man, I told you, is to preſent to us God the 6 
ther by which ſimilitude he is often ſet out in the New 
Teſtament. 

Obſerve then, that it is no new thing if you find in 
God's church barren fig - trees, fruitleſs profeſſors ; even 
as here you ſee is a tree, a fruitleſs tree, a fruitleſs fig · 
tree in the vineyard. Fruit is not ſo eafily brought 
forth, as a profeſſion is got into 3 tis eaſy for a man to 
clothe himſelf with a fair ſhew in the fleſh, to word it, 
and ſay, Be thou warmed and filled with the beſt. *Tis: 
no hard thing to do theſe with other things; but to be 
fruitful, to bring forth fruit to God, this doth not eve- 

ry tree; this doth not every fig-tree that ſtands in the 

_ vineyard of God. Thoſe words alſo, John 15. 2. Eve. 
ry branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away, 
aſſert the ſame thing. There are branches in Chriſt, in. 
Chriſt's body myſtical {which is his church, his vine- 
yard) that bear not fruit, wherefore the hand of God 
is to take them away. LI looked for grapes, and it 
| brought forth wild grapes, Iſa, 5. 4. That is, no fruit 
at all that is acceptable with God. Again, Hol. 10. 1. 
Ifracl is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto. 
Himſelf, none to God, he is without fruit ro God. All 
theſe, with many more, ſhew us the truth of the obſer- 
vation, and that God's church may be cumbered with. 
fruitleſs fig - trees, with barren profeſſors. 


Had a Ig tree. W 


Although there be in God's church that be barren, 
and fruitiets ; yet, as I ſaid, to fee to, they are like: 
the reſt of the trees, even a fig-tree : *twas not an oak, 
nor a willow, nor a thorn, nor a bramble, bur a fig» 
Tree, Ezek. 33» 31. 3 came before thee. as thy 
| | | epi. 
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people cometh, Iſa. 58. 2, 3, 4. They delight ro know 
my ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and for- 
ſook not the ordinances of their God; they alk of me 
the ordinances of juſtice, they take-delight in approachs 
ing to God; and yet but barren. fruitleſs, and unpro- 
fitable profeſſors. Judas was allo one of the twelve, 
a diſciple, an apoſtle, a preacher, an officer, yea, and 
fuch an one as none of the eleven miſtruſted, but pre- 
| ferred before themſelves, each one crying out. ls it I? 
Is ic 1? Mark 14. 19. None of them as we read of, 
(John 6. 70) miſtrutting Judas, yet he in Chriſt's eye, 
was the barren fig tree, a devil, a fruitleſs profeſſor. 
The focliſh virgins alſo went forth of the world with 
the other, had lamps and light, and were awakened 
with the other; yea, had boldneſs: to go forth, when 
the midnight cry was made, with the other; and 
thought tbat they could have. looked Chriſt in the 
face, when he ſat. upon the throne. of judgment 
with the other; and yet but fooliſh, but barren figs 
trees, but fruitleſs profeſſors: Matth. 7. 22, 23. Many 
(ſaith Chriſt) will ſay unto mein that day, this and 
that, and will alſo talk of many wonderful works; yet 
| behold.ke finds nothing in them, but the fruits of un- 
righieovineſs.: they were altogether barten and fr uit; 
leis protefiors. . | Fa 


Had a fig-tree plante. 
This. ward Planted, deat ah reach far; it ſuppoſe 


eth one taken out of its natural ſoil, or removed from 
the place it grew in once; one that ſeemed to be called, 
awakenedy and not only fo but by ſtrong hand; carried 
fiom to the world to the church; from nature to grace; 
from fin to gadlineſs. Pſal. 80. 8. Thou broughteſt 
a vine out of Egypt; thou didſt caſt out the heathen, 
and plant it. Of ſome of the branches of this vine, 
were there unfruittul prof ſſors. 5 5 
lt muſt be concluded therefore, that this profeſſor 
(that remaineth notwithſtanding fruitleſs) is, as to the 
view and judgment of the church, rightly brought in 
thither; to wit, by confeſſion of faith, of fin, and a 
ſuew of repeutaace and regeneration. (thus falſe my 
taren 


— 
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thren creep in unawares.) All theſe things this wed 
Planted intimared ; yea, further, that the church is ſa- 
ttisfied with them, conſents they ſhould abide in the 
garden, and counteth them ſound as the reſt, But be- 
tore God, in the ſight of God, they are graceleſs profel· 
ſors, barren and fruitleſs fig trees. 
| Therefore it is one thing to be infthe-church, or in a 
rofeſſion; and another to be of the church and to be- 
er to that kingdom, that is prepared for the ſaint; 
that is ſo indeed. Otherwiſe being planted ſhall it 1 
proſper ? ſhall it not utterly wither, when the eaſt 
wind toucheth it? It ſhall wither in the furrows where 


At grew, Ezek. 17. 10. : | | 1 
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Had a fig-tree planted i in his vineyard. | 


- In his vineyard, hypocrites, with rotten 3 are 
- Not afraid to come before God in Zion. Theſe words 
*thereſore ſuggeſted unto us, a prodigious kind of bold- 
neſs, and hardned fearleſſneſs. For what preſumption 
higher, and what attempt more deſperate, than for a 
man that wanteth grace, and the true knowledge of 
God, to croud himſelf in that condition, to the houſe 
or church of God; or to make profeſſion of, and de- 
2 that the name of God ſhould be called W en by 
Im. 
For a man that maketh a profeſſion of the religion 155 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that man hath, as it were, put the 
name of God upon himſelf, and is called and reckon- 
ed now (how fruitlefs ſoever before God or men) the 
man that hath to do with God, the man that God own. 
eth, and will ſtand for. This man, I ſay, by his pro- 
feilion ſuggeſteth this to all that know him, to be ſuch 
a profeſſor. Men merely natural, I mean men that have 
not got the devilith art of hypocriſy, are afraid to 
think of doing this. And of the reſt durſt no man 
join himſelf to them, but the people magnified them, 
Acts 5. 13. And indeed it diſpleaſeth God; they have 
brought, faith he, men uncircumciſed into my ſanctu- 
ary, And again, Iſa. 1. 12. When you come to ap- 
pear before me, who hath required this at your hand, 


to tread my courts? faith God, They have. therefore | 
learned 


— 
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learned this boldneſs of none in the viſible vori they 
only took it of the devil; for he, and he only (with. 
thefe bis diſciples) attempted to preſent themſelves in 
the church before God, The tares are the childr-n of 
thewicked one: the tares; that 'is the hypocrites that 
are Satan's brood, the generation of Apen that can- 
not e the damnation of hell. ah e 


Had a fig-tres planted ; in bis vineyard. 


He doth-r not (ay, He planted a fig-tree, but tech 
was a fig tree there; he had, or found a age -tree plant» 
ed in his vineyard. 

The great God will not e the barren fig- 
tree or barren profeſſor, to be his workmanthip, or a 
tree of his bringing i in; only the text ſaith, he had one 
there. This is much like that in Matthew: chap. 15. 
v. 13. Every plant which my heavenly father hath 
not planted, (hail be rooted up. Here again are plants 
in his vineyard, which God will not acknowledge to 
be of his planting ; and he ſeems-to ſuggeſt, that in his 
vineyard are many ſuch ;—Every plant, or all thoſe 
plants and profeſſors that are got into the aſſembly ot 
the ſaints, or into the profeſſion of their religion, with⸗ 
out God nd his grace, fhall be rooted up. 

And when the king came in to ſee the gueſts, heſaw 
there a man that had not a wedding garment ; 3 and he 
faid unto him, triend, how cameſt thou in hither, 
not having on a wedding garment? Matth. 22. 11, 
12. Here is one ſo cunning and erafty, that he beguil- 
ed all the guelis he got; and kept in'the church, even 
until tne king himſzif came in to fee the gueſts: but 
this Tubulty got him nothing; it did not blind the eyes 
of the king; it did not pervert the judgment of the 
righteous; Friend, how cameſt thou in hither? did o- 

ertike bin at laſt, even a public rejection, the king 
dictvered him in the tace of all there preſent. How 
cameſt thou in hitner? my father did not bring thee hi · 
ther, LI did not bring thee hither, my ſpirit did os 
bring these Either, thou art not of the mis et father 
planting. 

Han. 10. 1. He that comet not in by che door, 


5 bur 
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but climbeth vp ſome other way, the ſame is a thief and 


a robber. The text is alfo ſull and plain to our pur- 
poſe; far this man came not in,by the door, yet got 
into the church; he got in by climbing 3 be broke in 
at the windows, he got ſomething. of the light and 


glory of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt in his head; 


and ſo (hardy wrerch that he was) he. preſumed to 
croud hin;ſetf among the children: but how is this re- 
ſented ? what faith the king of bim? why this is his 
ſign. the fame is a thiefand a robber. Sce ye here alſo, 
if all ſuch be owned as the planting of God, that get 
into this church, or a profeſſion of his name. EE; 
Had a fig=tree, had one without a wedding - gar- 
ment; had a thief in his garden, at his wedding, in 
his houſe: theſe climbed up ſome other way. There 
are many ways to get into the church of God, and pro- 
{fon of his name beſide, and without an entering by 
the door. F550 N 
1. There is the way of lying and diſſembling, and at 
this gap the Gibeonites got in; Joſh. 9. 3. 4. &. 
2. There is ſometimes falſeneſs amongſt ſome paſtors, 
either for the-ſake of carnal relations, or the like; at 
this hole Tobiah, the enemy of God, got in, Nehem. 
13. 4» 5+» 6. » 5 Is 
There is ſometimes negligence, and too much 
uncircumſpectueſs in the whole church; thus the uncir- 
cumciled got in, Ezek. 44 7. 9 4 42 
4- Sometimes again, let the church be never ſo cir- 
eumſpect, yet theſe have ſo much help from the devil, 
that they beguile them all, and ſo get in. Theſe are 
of that ſort of thieves that Paul complains of, falſe bre- 
thren brought in unawares, Gal. 2. 3, 4. Jude allo cries. 
cut cf thele, certain men crept in unawares Jude, 4. crept 
in! What were they ſo lowly ? a voluntary humility, 


(Col. 2, 22, 23) a negleRing of the body, not in any 


humour. O how ſeemingly ſelf denying are ſome of 


- theſe creeping things, that are yet to be held (as we 


ſhall know them) an abomination to Iſrael. Lev, 
But in a great houſe, there are not only veſſels of 

goid, and of ſilver ; but alſo of wood, and of earth ;and 
ſome'to honour, and ſome to diſhonour, 2 Tim, 2. 20. By 
| : = The 
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theſe words the apoſtle ſeems to take it for granted, 


that as tliere-hath' been, fo there Ritl will be theſe kind 
of fig-trees, theſe barren profeſſors in the houſe, when 


all men have done what they can, even as in a great 


. houſe there are always veſſels to diſhonour, as well as 
| thoſe to honour and glory; veſſels of wood and 
of earth, as well as of ſilver and gold: ſo then there 


mult be wooden profeſſors in the garden of God, there 
muſt be earthly, earthen profeſſors in this vineyard : but 
that, methinks, is the biting word, and ſome to diſho- 


nour; that to the K omans is dreadful, Rom. 9. 11, 12. 


but this ſeems to go beyond it; that ſpeaks but of 
the reprobate in general, but this is of ſuch aud ſuch, iu 
particular: that ſpeaks of their hardaing bat ia th? 
common way; but this, that they mult be ſuffered t) 
creep iato the church ; there to fit themſelves for their 
place, their own place, Acts. 12. 5. the place prepared 
tor them of this fort only; as the Lord Jeſus ſaid once 
of the Phariſees, theſe ſhall receive the N damna- 


. tion, Luke 20. 47. 


Barren fig · tree, fruitleſs vrofeifor; halt thou Hart 


; 411 theſe things? Halt thou conſidered that this fig tree 


is not acknowledged of God to be his, but is denied te 


de of his planting, and of his bringiug unto his wedding? 


doſt thou not fee that thou art called a thief, and a rob- 
ber, that haft either climbed wp to, or ci ept in at another 
place than the door? doſt thou not hear, that there will 
be in God's houſe wooden and earthly profeſſors, and 
that no place will ſerve to fit thoſe for hell, but the 


houle, church, the vineyard of God? barren fig-tree! 


fene e ! do not thine ears tingle? 2 
Aus het came - and 8 950 fruit thereon. | 


When a a man hath got a profeſſion, and is crouded 
into the church and houſe of God; the queſtion is not 
now, has he life? hath he right principles? but hath 
he fruit? he came ſeeking fruit thereon. It matters 
not who brought thee hither, whether God or the de- 
vil, or thine own vaia-glorious heart: but haſt thou 
fruit? doit thon bring forth fruit into God? and let e. 
yery one that nameth the name of the Lord Jeſus | 

| 3 2 Cnriſt, 
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Chriſt, de part from iniquity. 2 Tim. 2, 19. he doth 
not ſay, and let every one that hath grace, or let thoſe 
that have the ſpirit of God ; but let every one that nan- 
eth the name of . Lord Fine Chriſt, depart from 
iniquity. 

What * men watdle with religion for? 05 dis 
they call themſelves by the name of the Lord Jeſus; if 
they have not the grace of God, if they have not the 
{pirit of Chriſt ? God therefore expeReth fruit: what do 
they do i in the vineyard? Let them work or get them 
out ; the vineyard mult have laburers in is ; Son, go 
work to day in my vineyard, Matth. 21. 28. where - 
tore, want of ſpicit, will not keep God from ſeeking 
iruit: and he came and ſought fruit thereon, Luke. 8. 
18. he requireth that which he feemeth to have: every - 
man in the vineyard, and houſe of God, promiſeth him «+ 
teit, profeſſ:th to others, and would have all men take 
it for granted, that an heavenly peinsiplst is in him 
why then ſhould not God feek fruit? 

As for them therefore that will retain ho name af: 
Chriſtians, fearing God, and yet make no confeience 
of bringing forth fruit to him: a+ ſaith to ſuch, Away! 
as tor you, go ye fſzrve every one his idols; and heres 
after aifo, it ye will not hearken to me, &c. Ezek, 20. 
39. Barren hg-tree! doſt thou hear; God expectetn 
truit, God calls for fruit; yea God will thortly come 
ſeeking fruit on his darren fig-tree, Barren fig-tree! 
either bear fruit, or go out ot the vineyard, (and yet 
then thy caſe will be uaſpeakably damnable.) Lea, let 
me add, if thou ſhalt neither bear fruit, nor depart, 
God will take his name out of thy mouth, Jer. 44+ 46. 
he will have fruit. And I fay further, it thou wilt do 
neither, yet God in jultice and righteoulneſs will itil 
come for fruit. And it will be in vain for thee to 
count this auſterity: he will reap where he hath not 
tuwed, and gather where he hath not {trowed: Mather | 
2 2 1. 26. Barren fig tree ! doſt thou hear? 

Wnat, it a man hath no grace? 

A Les, ſeeing he hath a aten. 


And he cam: and fought. fruit th. eon 
A hk 


* 
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A church then, and a profeſſion, are not m_ 
where the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves and 


fins from God. Some of old thought, that becauſe they 
could cry, the temple of the Lord, that therefore they 


were delivered, or had a diſpenſation to do the abomi- 


nations which they committed ; as ſome in our days, 


for, who (ſay they) have a right to the creatures if not 
Chriſtians, if not profeſſors, if not church members? 
and from this concluſion, let go the reins of their inor- 
dinate affections after pride, ambition, gluttony, pam- 
pering themſelves without fear, Jude 12. dzunting: 


| themſelves with the luſt-provoking faſhions of the times; 


to walk with ſtretehed - out necks, naked breaſts, frizle4 


foretops, wanton geſtures, in gorgeous apparel, mix'd 


with gold and pearl, and coſtly array. 1 will not here 


make inſpection into their lives, their carriages at 


home, in their corners, and holes; but certainly per- 
ſons thus ſpirited, thus principled, and thus inclined, 
have but empty boughs, boughs that want the fruit 
2 God expects, and that God will come down to 
de k. 1 | 
Barren fig-tree, thou art not licenſed by thy profeſ- 
fon; nor by the Lord of the vineyard, to bear thel2 
clutters of Gommorah: neither ſhall the vin=yard, nor 


thy being crouded among the trees there, ſhelter thee: | 


fro n the fight of the eye of God, Many make religion 
their cloak, and Chriſt their ſtalking-horſe, and by 


that means cover themſelves, and hide their own wick 
edneſs from men; bfit God ſeeth their hearts, hath 


his print upon the heels of their feet, and pondereth ail 
their goings: and at laſt, when their iniquity is found. 
to be hateful, he will either ſmite them with hardneſs: 


of heart, and ſo leave them, or awaken them to bring, 
forth fruit. Fruit he looks for, ſeeks and expects, bar- 


ren fig- tree. | | 


But, what I come into the preſence of God to fin! 


what, come into the. preſence of God to hide tay lin! 
Alas man! the church is God's garden, and Chritt 


Jeſus is the great apoſtle and high prieſt of our profeſ - 


tion, What, come into the houſe that is called by me 


name? into the place where mine hogouc dwelleta 4. 
Flal. 25. 8, where mine eyes and heart are continua 
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1. Kings, 9. 3. What. come there to ſin,” to hide thy 


Tin, to cloak thy fin! his plants are an orchard wih 
pleaſant fruits, Cant. 4. 13. 4. . and every time he 
eth into his garden, it is to fee the fruits of the vale 
ley: and to ſee if the vine flouriſh, and if the pomegra- 
nates bud. N . | 

Yea, ſaith he, He came ſeeking fruit on this fig · tree 


The church is the place of God's delight, where he e- 


ver deſires to be; there he 1s night and day. He is 
there to ſeek for fruit, to ſeek for fruit of all and every 
tree ia the garden. Wherefore, aſſure thyſelf, O fruit- 
leſs one, that thy ways mult needs be open before the 
eyes of the Lord. One black theeo is ſoon eſpied, al- 
though in company with many: that is taken with the 
firſt caſt of the eye, its different colour betrays it. I 
lay, therefore à church and a profefiion, are not pla « 

es where the workers ofaniquity may hide themſelves 
irom God, that ſfecks for fruit; My: vineyard (faith 
God) which is mine, is before me, Cant. 8. 12. 


And he came and fought fruit thereon, and found none« 


Barren fig-tree, hearken ; the continual non-bearing 
of fruit, is a dreadtul ſiga that thou art to come to a 


dreadful end, as the winding up of this parable conclu- 


deth 3 

And found none. None at all, or hone to God's 
liking: tor when he faith, he came ſceking fruit there - 
on, he means fruit meet for God Heb. 6. 7, pleaſant 
iruit, fruit good and ſweet. RES | 


Alas! it is not any fruit will ſerve; bad fruit is 


counted nene: every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruity, is hewn down, and calt into the fire, Matth. 
3. 10. 15 855 A 4s e 
1. There is fruit among profeſſors that withers, and 
ſo never comes to be ripe; a fruit that is fmitten in the 
growth, and comes not to maturity, and this is rec · 
koned no fruit. This fruit thoſe proteffors bear, that 
have many fair beginnings, or bloſſoms 3 that make. 
many fair offers of repentance and amendment: that 
begin to pray, to reſolve, and to break off their ins 


by righteouſneſs ; but op at thoſe beginnings, and 


bring 


—— 


— 
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bring no fruit forth to perfection. This man's fruit is 
withered, wrinkled, : ſmitten fruit, rand: is in effect no 
fruit at all. ; road ; 

2, There is an haſty fruits ſuch as is the corn upon. 

the houſe-top, Pſal. 129. 6. or that which ſprings upon 
the dunghill, thar runs up ſaddenly, violerily, with. 
great ſtalks, and big ſhow, and yet at laſt proves emp- 
ty of kerpel: This fruit is to be found in thoſe Profeſ · 
ſors, that on a ſudden are fo awakened, ſo convinced, 
and ſo affected with their condition, that they hake the 
whole family, the endſhip, the. whole town. For a 
while they cry haſtily, vehemently, dolefuily, mourn- 
fully, and yet all is but a pang, an agony, a fit, they 
bring not forth fruit with patience: Theſe are called 
_ thoſe haſty fruits, that hall. be as a fading flower, Iſa. 

28.4 4 F 5 

3. There is a fruit that is vile, and in taſted, Jer, 
24. how long ſoever it be in growing; the root is dri 
ed and cannot convey a ſufficiency of- ſap to the. 
branches to ripen the fruit; thele are the fruit of ſuch. 
profeſſors, whoſe heart is eſtranged from communion 
with the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe fruit groweth from them - 

<ives, from their parts; gilts, ftrengrh of wit, natural 
or moral principles; theſe, notwithitanding they bring 
forth ft uit, are called empty vines, ſuch as bring not 
forth fruit to God. 

Their root is cried. up, they ſhall 55 0 hn", s yea, 
though they bring forth, yet will I ſlay, even the ben 
| loved fruit of their womb, Hof 9. 16. | 

4. Phere is a fruit that is wild; I looked for grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes, Iſa 5. 4. I oblerve: 
that as there are trees and herbs that are wholly right 
and noble, fit indeed for the vineyard; fo there are Ie 
their ſemblance, but wild; not right but ignoble. 
There is the grape, and the wild grape; the vine, and 
the wild vine: the roſe, and the canker roſe ; flowers. 
and who flowers: the apple and rhe wild apple, which 
we cail the crab. Now ü fruit from cneſe wild things, 
however they may pleaſe the children to play with, yet 
the prudent and grave count them ot little or no balue. 
There are alio iv the world a gener ation of protsiſors, 


that, notwicaflandiug their profeſion, are wild by na- 
ture: 


nl 
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ture: yet, ſuch as were never cut out or off from the: 
wild olive tree, nor planted in the good one. Now 
theſe can bring nothing forth but wild olive berries, 
they cannot bring forth fruit unto God. Such are all 
thoſe that have lightly taken up a profeſſion, and crept: 
into the vineyard without a new birth, and the blefling- 
of regeneration. e WEN» N 
5. There is alfo untimely fruit; even as a fig tree 
calieth her untimely figs, Kev. 6. 13. Fruit out of 
| ſeaſon, and ſo no fruit to God's liking. ** 
There are two ſorts of profeſſors ſubject to bring 
forth untimely fruit. | 
Firſt, They that bring forth (fruit) too ſoon. 
Secondly, They that bring forth (fruit too) late. 
Firſt, They that bring forth too ſoon: they are ſuch 
as at preſent receive the word with joy; and anoa, be- 
fore they have root downwards, they thruſt forth up- 
wards; but, having no root, when the ſun ariſeth- 
they are ſmitten and miſerably die without fruit. Theſe 
profeſſors are thoſe light and inconſiderate ones, that 
think nothing but peace will attend the goſpel; and ſo 
anon rejoice at the tidings; without foreſeeing the e- 
vil ; wheretore when the evil comes, being unarmed, 
and fo not able to ſtand any longer, they die and are 
withered, and bring forth no fruit. He that received 
the ſeed into ſtoney places, the ſame is he that heareth. 
the word, and anon with joy received it; yet hath he 
no root in himſelf, but dureth for a while: for when. 
tribulation or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, 
by and by he is offended, Matth. 13. 20. 21. There 
is in Iſaiah 28. v, 4. mention made of tome whoſe 
glorious beauty ſhall be a fading flower, becauſe it is. 
fruit before ſummer. Both theſe are untimely fruit. 
Secondly, They alſo bring forth untimely fruit, that 
ſtay till the ſeaſon is over. God will have his fruit in. 
his (ſeaſon ; | ſay, he will receive them of ſuch men as 
ſhall render them to him in their ſeaſons, Matth. 21. 
4t, The miſſing of the ſeaſon is dangerous, ſtaying 
till the door is thut is dangerous, Matth 25. 10. 11. 
Many there be that come noc till the flood ot God's an- 
ger is raiſed, and too deep for them to wade ; ſurely in. 
the floods of great waters they thall not come nigh un- 
| | to. 


— 


THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 221 


to him, Pſal. 32. 6, Eſau's afterward is fearful, for ye 
know. how that foward when he would have inhe- 
rited the bleſſing, he was rejected; for he found no 
place of repentance though he ſonght, it ali with 
tears, Heb. 12. 46, 17 

So the children of Israel, they brought to God the 
fruits of obedience too late: the Lord had ſworn be- 
fore, Numb. 14 23. 50. That they ſhould not poſſeſs the 
land. All theſe are 19h as bring forth untimely fruit, 
Heb. 12. 19. Luke 13. 25, 26. 27. It is the hard hap 
of the reprobate, to do all things too late; to be ſenſi- 
ble of his want of grace Yoo late; to be ſorry for his 
ſin too late; to ſeek repentance. too late; 10 alk for 
Ts and to de ſire to go to glory too late. 

Thus yau ſee that fruit imitten in the growth, 
has Fihcrechy and that comes not to nen is uo 
fruit. 

2. That baſty 77 en as the c corn upon the e 

top, Lal. 129 6. witkereth allo SPE: it groweth be 
and-is no fruit. 
: 3 That the fruit that is vile and ill-taſted, is no 
tui 6 
; 4. That wild: fruit, wil. grapes, Rev. 6. are n 
rut n 1: 

5. That untimely deni, ack as comes: too ſoon, ob 
that comes too late; den as come not in their ſealung, 
are no fruit. | 


And be & came and loupbt Fruit thergon and found none. 


Nothing will do but fruit; Matth. 21. 34. He locks 
ed for grapes ; when the time of fruit drew near, he 
ſent his ſervants to the huſbaudmen that they mihi Fes 
ceive the fruit of it. 

; Queſt, But what fruit doth God ent d ?: | 

Au. Good fruit; Every tree that bringing not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, Matth. 7. 19. | Now before 
the fruit can be good, the tree mult be good, tor good 
fruit makes not a good tree, but a good tree bringeth - 
forth good fruit: Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs ot thiltles ? A man muth be good, cite he can bring 


forth no good fruit, he muit have rightcoulnels imput- 


ed 


TT 


— 
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ed that he may ſtand good in God's ſight from the curſe 
of his law. He muſt have a principle of righteouſneſs 
in his ſoul, elſe how ſhould he bring for'h good fruit? 
And hence it is that a cbriſtian's fruits are cal - 
led, The fruits of the ſpirit, ' therefore the ſpirit 
mult be there: the fruits of righteouſneſs, therefore 
righteouſneſs muſt be firſt there. But to particularize 
in a few things briefly. V 8 5 
Firſt, God expecteth fruit that will anſwer and be 
worthy of that repentance thou feigneſt thyſelf to have. 
Every one in a proſeſſion, and that hath crouded into 
the vineyard, pretendeth to repentance; now, of every 
ſuch ſoul, God expecteth that the fruits of repentance 
be found to attend them, Matth. 3. 8. Bring forth 
fruits therefore meet for repentance, or anſwerable to 
thy profeſſion of the doQrine of repentance. Barren 
fig-tree, ſeeing thou art a profeſſor and got into the 
vineyard, thou ſtandeſt before the Lord of the vine- 
yard as one cf the trees of the garden, Wherefore he 
looked for fruit from thee, as from the reſt of the trees 
in the vineyard: Fruits, I ſay, and ſuch as may de- 
clare thee in heart and life, one that hath made ſound - 
profeſſion of repentance. By thy profeffi>n thou hat 
ſaid, I am ſenſible of the evil of fin: now then live- 
ſuch a life as-declares thou art ſenſible of the evil of 
fin. By thy profetion thou halt faid, F am ſorry: for 
my fin.; Why then, live ſuch a life as may deelare this 
forrow. By thy profeſſion thou haſt ſaid I am aſham. 
ed of my fins, fal. 38. 18. Yea, but live ſuch a life, 
that men by that may fee thy ſhaue for fin, Jer. 2 te 
19. By thy profeſſion thou ſayeſt, 1 have turned from, 
lett. off, and am become an enemy to every appearance 
of evil. 1 Theſ. 5. 22. Ahl but do:h thy life and con- 
verſation declare thee to be ſuch a one? Take. heed, 
barren fig-tree, lelt thy life ſhould give thy profetlion 
the lie: I ſay again, Take heed, for God himfelf wilt 
come for fruit: And be ſought fruit thereon. f 
You have ſome profeſſo: s, that are only ſaints before 
men, when they are abroad, but are devils and vipers 
at home; ſaints by protefſivn but devils by practice; 
faints in a word, but ſinners in heart and life. Theſe 


- 
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men may have the profeſſion, but they want the fruits 
that become repentance. 25 
Barren fig tree, Can it be W 00 that thoſe thas 
paint themſelves, did ever repent of their pride? Or 
that thoſe that purſue this world, did ever repent of 
their covetouſneſs? Gr that thoſe that walk with wan 


ton eyes, did ever repent of their fleſhly luſts? Where, 


barren fig-trez, is the fruit of theſe people's repent. 


ance? Nay, do they not rather declare to the world, 


they have repented of their profeſſion! Their fruits look as 
if chey had. Their pride ſaid, they have repented of 
their humility ; their covetouſneſs declareth, that they 
are weary of depending upon God; and doth. not thy 


_ wanton actions declare, that thou abhorreſt chaſtiry ? 


where is thy fruit, barren fig-tree? Repentance is not 


only ſorrow, and a thame for, but a turning from fin 


to God, Heb, 6. 1. It is called repentance from dead 


works. Halt thou that godly ſorrow that worketh re. 


pentance to ſalvation, not to be repented of? 2 Cor. 
7. lo, 11, How dolt thou ſhew thy carefulnefs, and 
clearing of thyſelf; thy indignation againſt fin; thy 


fearing of offending; thy vehement deſice to waik with 


God; thy zeal for bis name, and glory in the world? 
And what revenge haſt thou in thy heart againſt 4h 
thought of diſobedience? 


But where is the. fruit of this repentance ? where is 


8 thy watching, thy fading, thy praying againſt the re- 
mainders of corruption? Where is thy ſelf abhorrence; 


thy bluthing before God, for thy ſin that is yet behind? 


where is thy tenderneſs of the name of God and his 


ways? where is thy ſelf-denial and contentment? how 
doſt thou ſhew before men the truth of thy turning ta 


, Ged! haſt thou renounced the hidden things of diſhn- 


neſty, not walking in craftineſs? 2 Cor. 4. 2. Canſt 


thou commend thyſelf to every man's conſcience in the 
| fight of God ?. 


And he fought fruit theron. . 


Secondly, God expeReth fruits that ſhall anſwer that 
faith which thou maketh profeſſion of. The proteſſor 
that is got into the vineyard of God doth N * 

8 


* — 
— nd. Sth 8 


24 THE BAR RAV FIG TREE. 


hath the faith, the faith moſt holy, the faith „e God's 
'elet, Ah! But where are thy fruits, barren fig tree? 
the faith of the Romans was ſpoken of through the 
whole world, Rome. 1: 18. and the Theſſalonians faith 
grew exceedingly, 2. Theſſ. 1. 2. | 
Thou profefleſt to believe thou haſt a ſhare in a- 
nother world; haſt thou let go this, barren fig- tree? 
thou profeſſeſt thou believeſt in Chriſt: Is he thy joy, 
and the lite of thy ſoul; yea, whaz conformity unto. 
him, or his forrows and ſufferings ? What reſemblence 
 Hath his crying and groanng, and bleeding and dying, 
wrought 4 in thee? doſt thou hear about in the body the dy- 
ing of the Lord Jeſus; and is alſo the life of Jeſus made 
manifeſt in thy mortal body? 2 Cor. 4. 10, 11. bare 
ren fig-tree, ſhew me thy faith by thy works; ſhew out 
of a good converſation thy works with meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, James 2. 18. and 3. 13. 
What fruit, barren tig-tree? what degree of heart- 
holineſs? for faith purities the heart, Acts 15, 9, What 
jove to the Lord Jetus ? for faith worketu by love, 
6... 
Thirdly, God expects fruits, according to the ſeaſons 
of grace thou art under, according to the rain that co- 
meth upon thee, Perhaps thou art planted ia a good 
ſoil, by great waters, that thou mighteſt bring forth 
branches, and bear fruit; that thou mightelt be a 
goodiy vine or fig-tree : thall he not therefore ſeek for 
fruit, for fruit anſwerable to the means ; barren hg-tree, 
God expects it, and will find it too, it ever he blets thee: 
for the earth which drinks in the rain that comes oft 
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for him by 
whom it is dreſſed, receives bleſſing from God; but 
that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, ant is 
nig h into. curſiug, whoſe end is to be burned, Heb, 
6. 7. 8. 

Barren ſoul, how many ſhowers of grace, how many 
dews from heaven, how many times have the ſilver 
ſtreams of the city of God, ran gliding by thy roots, to 
cauſe thee to bring forth fruits? thefe ſhowers and 
fireams, and the drops that hang upon thy bonghs, 
will all be accounted fory and will they not teſtity as 
gaiolt thee, that thou cpghtelt of right to be burned ? 

hear 
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hear and tremble, O thou barren profeſſor ! feuits that 
become thy profeſſion of the: goſpel, the God of heaven 


expe cteth. The goſpet hath. in it the forgiveneſs of 
fins, the kingdom of heaven, and eternal life: but 


what fruit hath thy profeffion of a belief of thefe things 
put forth in thy heart and life? haſt thou given thyſelf 
to che Lord; and is all that thou haſt to be ventured 
for his name in this world? doſt thou walk like one 
that is bought with a price, even the price of precious 
blood ? BE | 


Fourthly, The fruit that God expecteth is ſuch as is 
meet for himſelf, fruit thac may glorify God: God's 


trees are trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the 


Lord, that he may be glorified; fruit that talteth of 


heaven, abundance of ſuch fruit: for herein (ſaith 
Chriſt) is my Father glorifie:i, that ye bring forth 
fruits, John 19. 8. fruits of all kinds, new and old; 
the fruits of the ſpirit are in all goodnefs, and righte- 
ouſnefs and truth, fruits before the world, fruits before 
the ſaints, fruits before God, fruits before angels. 

O! my brethren, what manner of perſons ought we 


to be 3 who have fubſcribed to the Lord, and have cal - 
led ourſelves by the name of Ifrael ? Oue ſhall ſay, I 


am the Lord's; and another ſhall call himſelf by tha 
name of Jacob: and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 
hand into the Lord, and ſirname himſelt by the name 
of Hraei, Ifai. 44. 5. barren fig · tree, haſt thou ſubſerib- 
ed? haſt thou called thyſelf by the name of Jacob, and 
ſurnamed thyſelf by the name of Iſrael? All this thou 
pretendeit to, who art got into the vineyard, who are 
placed among the trees of the garden of God. God 
doth therefore look for ſuch fruit as is worthy of his 
name, as is meet for him; as the apoſtle ſaith, we 
ſhould. walk worthy of God; that is, ſo as we may 
thew in every place, that the preſence of God is with 
us, bis tear in us, and majelty and authority upon our 
actions. Fruits meet for him, ſuch a dependance upon 


him, ſuch truſt in his word, ſuch ſatis faction in his pre- 
ſence, ſuch a truſting of him with all my coucernments, 


and {uch delight in the enjoyment of him, that may de 
monſtrate that his fear is in my heart, that my foul is 


and 


wrapped up in his things, and that my body, and ſoul, 


— 
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and eſtate, and all, are in truth. through his grace, at 
his diſpoſal. Fruit for him: hearty thanks; and bleſ- 
fing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good word, for his 
free grace, ſor diſcovery ot himſelf in Chriſt to the 


ſoul, ſecret longing after another world. Fruit meet 


for him, liberally to che poor ſaints, to the poor world; 
a life in word and deed exemplary; a patient and quiet 
ren of all things, till I have done and ſuffered the 


whole will of God, which he had appointed for me. 


That on the good ground are they, which in an honęſt 


and good heart, having heard the word, kept it, and 
bring forth fruit with patience, Luke 8. 15. This is 


bringing forth fruit into God ; having our fruit u 
holinets, and our end everlaſting * Rom. 7. + aud 
0. 22 and 14. 8. 

Fifthly, The Lord expects fruits e ws vine - 
yard of God: The vineyard (ſaich he) liai. 5. 1. a 
2 fruittul hill; witneſs the fruit brought forth in all 

es. The mott barren trees that ever grew in the 
Shoe of this world, when planted in this vineyard by 
the God of heaven, what fruit to God-ward have they 
breugat forth? Abel offered to. God a moit excellent 
lactilice, Heb, 11. 4. Enoch walked with God three 
hundred years, ver. 5. Noah, by his life of faith, cons 
demned the world, aud became heir of the righteouſ- 
neſs which is by faith, ver. 7. Abraham lefc his country 
and went out after God, not knowing whither he went, 


ver. 8. Moſes left a kingdom, and ran che hazard of 
the wrath of the king, for the love he had to God in 


Chriſt. What ſhall I tay of them who had trials not 
excepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better. 
reiurreddion? Heb. 11. 35, 36, 37: They were (toned, 
they were lawn afunderz were tempted, were lain with 


rhe {word : they wandered about in theep-lkins, and 


goat-Ikins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, Peter 
left his lather, ihips and nets, Match. 4. 18, 19. Faul 
urge off from the feet of Gamaliel. Ten brought 
Kar g Os and poll. ſſions Athe price of them) and caſt 
MK don t ihe apoiiles feet, Acts 19. 18, 19, 20, and 
others brought their books together, and burat them, 
cutious bouks, thu” they were worth fifty thouſand 
| . 5 of ſilver. 1 <auid 2925 ou many willingly offered 


themielves 


1 


— 
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themſelves in all ages, and their all, for the worthy 


name of the Lord Jeſus, to be wracked, Rarved, hang» 
ed, burned, drowned, pulled in pieces, and a thouſand 
calamities. Barren fig tree, the vineyard of God hath 
been a fruitful place; What doſt thou there ! What 
doſt thou bear? God expects fruit according to, or be- 
coming the ſoil of the vineyard. 5 | 

Sixthly, Tne fruit which God expecteth is ſuch as 
becometh God's huſbandry and labour. The vine* 
yard in God's huſbandry, or tillage. I am the vine, 
(ſaich Chriſt) John 15. 1. and my father is the hut- 
bandman. And again, 1. Cor. 3. 9. ye are God's 
huſbandry, ye are God's building. Tue vineyard, God 
fences it, God gathereth out the ſtones, God builds 
the tower and the wine preſs in the midſt thereof. Here 
is labour, here is protection, here is removing of hin- 


drances, here is convenient purgation, and all, that 
there might be fruit. | 


Barren fig-tree, What fruit haſt thou? haſt thou 
fruit becoming the care of God, the protection of God, 
the wiſdom of God, the patience and huſbandry cf 
God? it is the fruit of the vineyard, that is either the 
ſhame or praiſe of the huſbandimaa. I went by the field 
of the ſlothtul (ſaith Solomon) and by the vineyard of 
the man void of underſtanding ; and ta, it was grown 
over with thorns; and nettles had covered the face 
thereof ! Prov. 24. 30, 31, 32. | 5 

Barren fig tree, It men thould make a judgment of 


the care, and pains, and labour, of God in his church, 
by the fruit that thou briageh forth, what might they 


fay ? is he not flothful? 1s he not carelets? is he not 


without diſcretion? O! thy thorns, thy nettles, thy bar= 
ren heart, aud barren life, are a continual provocation 


to the eyes of his glory, as likewiſe a dithonour to the 


glory ot his grace. 


Barren tig-iree, haſt thou heard all theſe things? 1 
will add yet one more. | | 


And be came and fought fruit thereon. 
The queſtion is not now, what thou thinkeſt of th yo 
ſelt, nor what-all the people of God think of thee : but 

t | what 


oo ——— . _ — — — 
N - 


# 
N 


28 THE BAR REN FIC-TRET. 


what thou ſhalt be febnd in that day, when God flat! 
ſearch thy bopghs for fruit When Sodom was to he 
fearched for righteous men, God would not, in that 
matter, truſt his faithful ſervant Abrabanm ; but ſtill as 
Abraham interceded, God anfwered, If I find fifty, or 
farty and five there, I will not deſtroy the city, Gen. 
18. 20, 21, 26, 27. Barren fig tree, what ſayeſt thou 2 
God will come down to ſee; God will make fearch for 
f: uit bimſelf. : 1 bf Ss | 

And he came and fonght fruit thereon, and found 
(none) then faid he to the dreſſer of the vineyard, bes 
hold, theſe three years I am come feeking fruit on this 


tig-tree, and find none; cut it down, why onmbereth it 


the ground ? 5 5 2 Os 

Tbeſe words are the effect of God's ſearch into the 
boughs of a barren fig- tree; be ſought fruit and found 
none, none to his liking, none pleaſagt and good. 
Therefore, firſt, he complains of the want theneof to 
the dreſſer, calls him to come and fee, and take notice 
of the tree; then fignifieth:his pleaſure, he will have it 
1emoved, taken away, cut down from cumbering the 


* ground. 


Oblerve,. The barren fig - tree is the object of God's 


diſpleaſure, God cannot bear with a fruitleſs profeſſor. 


0 7 hen) ſaid hes Oc. e | 
Then after this provocation 3 then after he h * * "a 


and found*no fruic, then; this word (then) doth ſhe 


us a kind af an inward diſguietneſs; as he ſaich- alſo in 


another place, upon like provocation, then the anger 
of the Lord, and his jealoufly thallſmoke againſt that 
man, and all the curſes that are written in this hook 
lnall lie upon him; and the Lord {hall blot out his game 
from under heaven, Deut. 29. 18. 19. 20. 
Then; It intimateth that he was now eome to a 
point, to a reſolution what to do with this fig tree. 
Then ſaid he to the dreſſer of his vineyard, that is to 


* J:ſus Chrilt, behold, as much as to fay, come hither, 


here is a fig-tree in my vineyard, here is a profeſſor ia 
wy church, that is barren, that beare th no fruit- 


Obier ve, iowever che barren profeſſor thinks of 


himſelt 


*vM 
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himſelf on earth, the Lord cries out in heaven againſt 
him, Iſai. 5. 5- And now go to, I will tell you what 
Iwill do to my vineyard ; I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and I will break 
down the wall thereof, and it ſhall be: trodden dowa. 


Behold theſe three years JI am come ſeeking fruit, Oc. 


Obſerve, Theſe three years. God cries out that his 
patience is abuſed, that is his forebearance is abuſed : 
behold thoſe three years I have waited, forborn : theſe 
three years 1 have deferred mine anger. Therefore I 

vill ſtretch out my hand agaiaſt thee, and defiroy thee ; 
Jam weary with repenting. Jer. 15. 6. 
- Theſe three years. Obſerve, God layeth up alt the 
time; 1 ſay aremembrance of all the time, that a bar- 
ren fig - tree, or a fruitleſs profeſſor, miſpendeth in this 
world; as he ſaith allo of lirael of old, forty years 
long was I grieved with this generation, Palm. 87. 
10. oo , | | 

- Theſe three years, &c. - . 

'"heſe three ſeaſons. Obſerve, God remembers how 
many f-aſons thou halt miipent ; for theſe three years 
'Hgnifies ſo many ſeaſons. And when the time of fruit 
drew nigh, that is about the ſeaſon they begin to be 
ripe, or that according to the ſeaſon might ſo have 

been, Barren fig-tree, thou haſt had time, ſeaſons, 
ſermons, miniſters, afflictions, judgments, mercies, and 
what not! and yet has not been truitful ; thou hatt 
had awakenings, reproofs, threatnings, comforts, and 
vet has not bzen fruitful 3 Mou haſt had patterns, ex- 
amples, citations, provocations, and yet haſt not been 
fruitful, Well, God hath laid up thy three years with 
himſelt; he remembers every time, every ſeaſon, every 
ſer mon, every miniſter, affliction, judgment, mercy, a- 
wWakening, pattern, example, citation, provocation, he 
remembers all; as he ſaid of Iſrael of old, they have 
tempted me theſe ten times, and have not hear kened to 
my voice, Num. 14. 22. And again, I remember all 
their wickedneſs, Hoſ. 7. 2. 8 
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| Theſe Som: gears, . 


He . fog the Frvit of every ſeaſon : he will not 


| that any of bis ſermons, miniſters, afflictions, judg - 
ments, or mercies ſhould be loſt, or Rand for infigniti- 


cant things; he will have accardipg to the benefit be- 


owed, 2 Chron. 32. 24. 25. Ezek. 14. 23. he bath 
not done without a cauſe all that he hath done, and 
therefore he woketh for fruit. n ns wy s- 


tree. 


T came (. ſeeking) PID 


| Obſerve, This es (ſeeking) Gonifies a narrow 


ſearch; for when a man ſeeks for fruit on a tree he 
£0es am it and round it, now looking into this 
bough, and then into that; be peeps into the inmoſt 
boughs, and the lowermoſt boughs, if perhaps fruit 
may be thereon. 


Barren fig-tree, God will Jook into all thy boughs, 
he will be with thee in thy bed fruits, thy midnight | 


fruits, thy. cloſet- fruits, thy family. fruits, thy conver- 
tation- fruits, to fee if there be any among all thee 
that are fit for, or worthy of the name of the God of 
heaven. He ſecs what the children of Iirael do in the 
dark, Lzek. 8. 12. all things are open unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do, Heb. 4. 12, 13. 


8 coking fruit, &* this P] Hg mne. 


T told you before that be keeps in remembrance the 


times and ſeaſons that the barren profcflor had wicked- 
ly miſpent. Now, foraſmuch as he pointeth out the fige 
tree, this fig-tree ; it thewerh chat the barren profeflor, 


above all profeſſors, is a continual odium in the eyesof 


God: this fig-tree, this man Coniah, Jer. 22. 28. this 
people draw nigh to me with their mouths, but have re- 
moved ther hearts far from me. God knows who they 
are among all the thoufands of 1 that are the bars» 
ren and fruitleſs profeſſors; his lot will fall upon the 
head of Achan tho” be be hid among x hundred thou» 
land 


one year after another; ior theſe three years, by 
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ſand men. And he brought his hawſhold, man by 


man; and Achan the ſon of Carmi, the ſon of Zabdi, 


the ſon of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah was taken, 
Joth. 7. 19, 18. this is the Achan, this is the fig-tree, 
this is the barren profeſſor, 9h Fax fs 34 | 

There is a man hath an hundred trees in his vine» 


yard, and at tbe time of the ſeaſon he walked unte his 


vineyard to ſee how the trees flouriſh; and as he gaes, 
and views, and pries, obſerves how they are han 

with fruit: behold he cometh to one where be figderh 
noug ht but leaves : now he makes a ſtand, looks upon 
it again and again; be looks alſo here and there, above 
and below, and if after all this ſeeking, he finds no- 


_ thing but leaves thereon, then he begins to caft in his 


mind, how he may know this tree next year, What 
ſands next 10 it, or how far tis off the hedge ; but if 
there be nothing there that may be as a mark to know 
it by, then he takes his hook, and giveth it a private 
mark, (And the Lord ſet a mark upon Cain, Gen. 4.) 
ſaying, go thy ways, truitleſs fig - tree, thou halt ſpent 
this ſeaſon in vain. - | f | 
Let doth he not cut it down, 1 will tr y it another 


year; may be this was not a hitting ſeaſon: therefore 


be comes again next year 40 lee if now it have fruit; 
but as he found it before, fo he finds ic now, barren, 
barren, every year barren; he looks again, but finds 


Bo fruit. Now he begins to have ſecond thoughts; 
how ! neither hit Jak year, nor this: ſurely the barren ; 


nels is not in the ſeaſon, ſurely the fault is not iu the 


tree; however 1 ſhall Tpare it this year alſo, but will 
give it a ſecond mark; and it may be, he toucheth it 
with a hot iron becauſe he begins to be angry. 


Well, at the third ſeaſon he comes again for fruit, 


but the third year is like the firſt and ſecond, no fruit 


yet; it only cumbreth the ground; what now mutt be 
done with this fig- wee? hy, the Lord will lop his 
boughs with terror: yea, the thickets of thoſe profeſ- 


ſors with iron. J have waited (ſaich God) cheſe three 


years; I have miſled of fruit theie three years, it bath 


been a cumber ground theie three years ; cut it down. 


Precept hath been upou precept, and tine upon line, 


it no 
truic 
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Fruit can be ſeen; I find none, fetch out the ax; I'm 
ſure this is the fig-tree, I know' it from the firſt year, 
barrenneſs is its ſign now, make it fit for the fire. Be- 
hold the ax is laid to the root of the tree; every tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth fruit, is hewn down, 
_*- and caſt into the fire, Matth. 3. 10. 1 45 8 
| "Obſerve; my brethren, God's heart cannot Rand. 
towards a barren fig-tree. You know thus it is with 
yourſelves: if you have a: tree in your orchard, or 
vineyard, that doſt only cumber the ground, you care | 
not look upon that tree with pleaſure, with complacen- 
ey and delight; no, if you do but go by it, if you do 
but caſt your eyes upon it; Fea if you do but think of 
that tree, you threaten it in your heart, ſaying, 1 will 

' hew thee down ſhortly, 1 will to the fire with thee 

' ſhortly. And it is in vain for any to think of perſuad- 

' ing of you to ſhow favovr to the barren fig-tree ; and 
it they thould perſuade, your anſwer is irreſiſtable, it 
yields me no profit, it takes up' room, and doth no 
good, a better may grow in its room. N 2 


| Cut it baun. 
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ö Thus when the godly among the Jews, (Jer. 14. 17.) 
made prayers, that rebellious iſracl might not be calt 
out of the vineyard, what faith the anſwer: of God? 
= Jer. 15. 1. Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
| me, yet could not my mind be towards this people; 
wherefote calt them out of my preſence, and let them 
go fort. | | 
What a reſolution is here? Moſes and Samuel could 
do almoſt any thing with God in prayer. How many 
times did Moſes by prayer turn away God's judgments 
from even Pharaoh himſelf ? yea, how many times did 
he by prayer preſerve Iſrael, when in ihe wilderneis, 
(Pfſal. 106. 23.) from che anger and wrath of God? 
Samuel is recxoaed excellent this way, yet ſo excellent, 
that when Iſrael had done that feariul thing, as to re- 
je& the Lord, and chuſe them another king, (1 Sam 
12.) he prayed, and;the Lord ſpared, and ilo:#ave them. 
But yet neither Moles, nor Samuel, can fave a barren 
fig-tree ; no, though Moſes and Samuel itood before 
; me. 
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me, that is pleading, arguing, interceding» ſupplicat- 
ing, and beſeechiag. yet could OE net Moline n 
heart to this people. Py 


Cu it down.” 
2 

Ab! but Lord it is a fg res ; a fig tree J if it was 
8 thorn, or à bramble, or a thriſtle, the matter would 
not be much: but it is a fig tree, a vine; well, but 
mark the anſwer of God, Ezek 15. 12, 13. ſon of man, 
what is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a 
branch that is among the trees of the foreſt ? (ſhall wood 
be taken thereot to do any work? or will man take a 
pin thereof to hang any veſſel thereon ? if trees that 
are ſet, or planted for fruit, bring not forth tha! fruit, 
there is betwixt them and the trees of the toreſt, pg 
| betterment at all: unleſs the betterment lyeth ia che 

trees of the wood for they are fit to build whe z buy 
fig-cree or a vine, it they bring not forth fruit, yea 
good fruit, they are it for nothing at all, but to be 


cut down, and prepared for the fire. And ſo the pro - 


phet goes on, be hold, it is caſt into the fire for fewel; 
if it ſerve not for fruit, it will ſerve for feel; and ſo 
the fice devoured both the ends of it, and the . 
of it is burnt. 5 

Ay, but æneie ſig trees and vines are church dem- 
bers, inhabitants of Jeruſalem, $9 was the fig-tree 
mentioned in the text; but what anſwer hath God 
prepared for theſe objections? why, verſ. 6. 7. thus 
faith the Lord God, as the vine-tree among the trees 
of the foreit, which I have given to the fire for fewel; 
ſo will 1 give the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. And I will 
ſet my face againſt them, they ihall go roms ane 
aud another fire {hall deyour them. 


Cut it down. 


The woman that gelighteth in her garden, if &. 
bave a Lip chere, Juppoſe (if it was truittul) the would 
not take ave pounds for it; yet if it bear no fruit, if it 
wither and dwindle, and die, aud turn cusaber ground 

only; it ROY not — in her garden. Gardens and 
re 
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vineyards are places for fruit, for fruit according to 
the nature of plants or flowers, / Suppoſe ſuch a flip as 
I told you oft before. ſhould be in your garden, and 
there die, would you let it abide in your garden? no, 
away with it, away with it. The woman cometh into 
her garden towards the ſpring, uhere firit ſhe gives it 
a ſlight calt with her eye then ſhe ſets to gathering out 
the weeds, and nettles, and ſtones, takes a beſom and 
ſweeps the walks; this done, ſhe falls to prying into 
her herbs and lips, to ſee it they live, to fee if they are 
likely to grow : now, if ſhe comes to one that is dead, 
that ſhe is confident will not grow, up ſhe pulls it, and 
makes to the' heap 'of rubbiſh with it, where ſhe def. 
piſingly caſts it down, and valueth it no more than a 
nettle, or a weed, or than the duit ſhe had ſwept out of 
her walks. Yea, if any that ſee her, ſhould ſay, why 
do you ſo ? the anſwer is ready, *tis dead, *tis dead at 
the root; if I had let it Gand, * would but have cum 
bered the grand, The lirange flips (and alſo the dead 
ones) they mult be a heap in the day of griet, and of 
| deſperate ſorrow, Iiai. 17. 10, 11. 


Cut it down, 

There ' two manner of cuttings downe 
= Firſt, When a man is caſt out of the vineyard. 

3. Secondly, When a man is caſt out of the world. 

Firſt, when a man is caſt out of the vineyard, and 
that is done two ways. 

1. By an immediate hand of God. 

2. By the church's due execution of the lines; and 
cenſures, which Chriſt, for chat purpoſe hath ery wich 
his church. 1 
Firſt, God cuts Jown the derben fig - tree by an im- 
mediale hand, ſmiting his roots, blaſting his branches, 
and ſo takes him away from among his people ; every 
branch {laith Chriſt) that beareth not fruit in me, he 
(my father) taketh away, John 15. 2. he taketh him 
out of the church, he taketh him away from the godly. 
There are two things by which God taketh the en 
proteſſor from among the children ot God. TOO TIN 

Tony Arobg delullens. e 31-4 YEP 
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Secondly, open prophaneneſs.: 

Firſt, By ftrong deluſions, ſuch. as bende ah oul - 
| with damnable doctrines, that ſwerve from faith aud 
godlineſs, Iſai. 66. 34. they have choſen their own 
ways (ſaith God} and their foul delighteth in their a- 
bominations; I will alſo chuſe their deluſians, and 
will bring their fears upon them, I will ſmite them 
with blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, and failing of 
eyes, and will alſo ſuffer the tempter to tempt and ef- 
fe& his helliſh deſigns upon them, 2 Theſſ. 2. 10. 11. 
12. .od will (end them ſtrong deluſions that they may 
believe a lie, that they all may be damned who believe 
not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 

Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a barren pro» 
fellor by an open prophaneneſs. | Tnere' is one hath, 
taken up a profeſſion of that worthy name, the ,Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; but this profeſſion is but a cloak, ne ſe 
cretly practiſeth wickedneſs; he is a glutton, a drunki. 
gar, or covetous, or mls. ; well, ſaith God, I will 
” looſe the reins of this profeſſor, L will give him up to- 
his vile affections, I will looſe the reins of his luſts be. 
; fore him, he thall bz entangled with beaſtly luſt, he 
hall be overcome of ungodly company. Thus they. 
that turn aſide to their own wicked ways, Fſal. 125. 5. 
the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the workers of i- 
 niquity. Phis is God's hand immediately; God is now 

Qealing with this man himſelf. Barren fig- tree, heark . 
en, thou art crowded into a profeſſion, art got among 
the godly, and there art a ſcandal to the holy and glo- 
rious goſpel; but with all fo cunning, that like the 
ſons of Zzruiah, thou art too hard for the church; the 
knows not how to deal with thee. Well, ſaith God, I 
will deal with that man myſelf, Ezzk. 4» J. 8. L will 
anſwer that man by myleit ; he. chat. ſets up his idols 
in nis heart, and puts che ſtumbling block of his ini- 
quity before his face, and yet comes, and appears be- 
tore me; | will ſet my face againſt that man, and will 
make him a ſign and à proverb, and I will cut off from 
the midit of my people and he thail-kaow that Lam the 
Lord“ 

But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut down the 
barren fig-tice by the church's due execution of the 
h laws 


8 
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laws and cenſures, which Chriſt, for that purpoſe, hath 
left with Wis chureh: This is the meaning of that in 
Marth. 18. 1 Cor. g. and that in 1 Tim. 1. 20. upon 
which now I thaft not enlarge Burt which way ſoever 
God dealeth with thee, O thou barren fig tree, whe- 
ther by hiraſelf immediately, or by his church, it a. 


: mounts fo one and the fame. For if timely repentance 
pre vent not, the end of that ſoul is damnation. They 


are blaſted and withered, and gathered by men, God's: 
enemies; and at laſt being caſt into the fire, burning 
muſt be their end. Flat which beareth briars and 
thorns, is pigh into curfing, whoſe end is to be burn- 
ed, Heb. 6. 8. 

And again; ſometimes by cut it down, God means, 
caſt it out of the world: thus he cut down Nadab and 
Abihu, when he burned them up with fire from heaven, 
Num. 16. 31, 32, 33. thus he cut down Corah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, when he made the earth to ſwallow 
them up: Thus he cut down Saul, 1 Sam 21. 4. 
when he gave him up to fall upon the edge of his own 


word, and died. Thus he cut down Ananias with 


Saphira bis wife, when be (truck them down dead in 
the midſt of the congregation, Acts 5. 10. I might 
here alſo diſcourſe of Abfalom, Ahitophel, and Judas, 
who were all three hanged : the firſt by God's revenge 
ſul hand, the other were given up of God to be their 
own executioners. Theſe were barren and unprofitable 
fig - trees, fuch as God took no pleaſure in, therefore 
he commande d to cut them down. The Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
Pfal. 58. 9. he ſhall take them away as with a whirl- 
wind, both living, and in his wrath. | 

Barren fig tree, hearken ; od calls for the ax, his 
fword, bring it hither, here is a barren eee cut 
him down, why cumbereth he the ground; 


"Why een it the Ken 


By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſted reaſons. of his 


, diſpleaſure againſt the bar ren fig-tree ; it cumbereth 


the ground. The Holy Gholt doth not only take an 


argument from its barretuels, wy becaule it is cum- 
beer 
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per ground, therefore cut it down ; 2 wherefore it muſt 


needs be a provocation. 
1. Becauſe às much as in him lieth, he difappointeth 


the defion of God in planting his vineyard ; 1 locked 


that it ſhould bring forth fruit. 
2. It hath alſo abuſed his patience, his long ſuffer « 
ing, his three years patience. 
3. It hath alſo abuſed his labour, his pains, his care, 
and providence of protection and preſervation ; for he 
hedges his vineyard, and wal!< it about, Cumber- 


ground, all theſe things thou abuſeſt. He waters his 


vineyard, and looks to it night and day, and all theſe 
things thou haſt abuſed, 

Further; there are other reaſons of God's diſ- 
pleaſure; as L 

Firſt, A cumber-ground is a very mock and re- 
proach to religion, a mock and reproach to the ways 
ot God, to the people of God, to the word of God, 
and to the name of religion. It is expected of all bands, 
that all the trees in the garden of God ſhould be fruit- 
ful; God expedis fruit, the church expects fruit, the 
world, even the world conclude that profeſſors ſhould 
be fruitful in good works; I ſay the very world expects 
that profeſſors ſhould be better than themſelves. But, 
barren fig-tree, thou diſappointeſt all; nay, baſt thou 


not learned the wicked ones their ways? Haſt thou not 


learned them to be more wicked by thy example? (but 
that's by the bye) Barren fig-tree, thou haſt diſap- 
pointed others, and muſt be diſappointed thyſelf. Cut 
it down, why cumbereth it the ground. 

Secondly,” The barren fig-tree takes up the room 
where a better tree might and ; 1 ſay, it takes up the 
room, it keeps fo long as it ſtands where it doth, a 
fruitful tree out of that place, and therefore it muſt be 
cut down. Barren fig-tree, doit thou hear? Becauſe 


the Jens ſtood fruitiets in the vineyard: therefore, ſaid 
Cos, Matth. 21. 33, 34- The kingdom of heaven ſhall 


be taken from you, and ſhall be given to a nation that 
ſhall render him their fruits in their ſeaſon, The Jews 
for their barrenneſs were cut down, and more fruitful. 
people put in their room. As Samuel allo ſaid ro barren. 


Saul, i 8. m. 15. 28. che Lord W rent the kingdom 
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from thee, and haſt given it to thy neighbour that is ; 


better than thou. The unprofitable ſervant mult be 
caſt out, muſt be cut down, Matth. 25 27. wet 

Cumber-ground, How many hopeful, inclinable, 
for ard people haft thou, by thy fruitleſs and un- 
profitable life, kept out of the vineyard of God ? for 
thy fake have the people flumbled at religion, by thy 
life have they been kept from the love of their own ſal- 
vation. Thou haſt been alſo a means of hardening o- 
thers, and of quenching, and killing weak beginnings. 


Well, barren fig-tree, look to thyſelf, (thou wilt not 
go to heaven thylelf and them that would thou hinder- 


eſt ;) thou muſt not always cumber the ground, nor al- 
ways binder the ſalvation of others; thou ſhalt be cut 


down, and another thall be planted in thy room. 


Thirdly, he cumber-ground is a ſucker, he draws 


z way the heart and nouriſhment from the other trees. 


Were the cumber-ground cut down, the other would 
be more fruitful; he draws away tbe fatneſs of the 


ground to bimſelf, that would make the other more 


hearty and fruitful. One ſinner deſtroyeth much good, 
Eech. 9. 18. | „„ 

The cumber-ground is a very drane in the hive, that 
eats up the honey that ſhould feed the labouring bee ; 


he is a thief in the candle, that waſteth the tallow, but 


giveth no light: be is the unlavory ſalt, that is fic for 


nought but the dunghill. Look to it, barren fig · tree. 


And he anſwering, ſaid unto him, Lord, let it alone this 


year aiſo, until I ſhall dig about it and dung it ; and i, 


it bear fruit, -well; and if not, then, after that, thou 
halt cut it down, ver. 8, 9. Yn 


FF Heſe are the words of the dreſſer of the vineyard, 
> | who, I told. you, is Jeſus Chriſt, (for he made 
interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors.) And they contain a 


petition, preſented to an offended jultice, praying that 


% 


war ds the barren cumber-ground fig tree. 

In this petition there are fix things conſiderable. 

Firit, That juſtice might be deferred, O that juſtice 
8 ey Ry OY might 


a little more time and patience might be exerciſed to- 


"NH 
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longer. 
Secondly, Here is time oreſized, as a ſpace to try if 


more means will cure a barren fig tree. Lord, let it 
alone this year alſo. | : 


Thirdly, The means to help ir, are propounded, uns. 
til I thalt dig about ir, and dung it 
Fourthly, Here is alſo an inficuation: of a ſuppoſition, 


4 that by thus doing, God's expectation may de anf wer. 


ed; and it it Ws feuds. well 
Fifthly, Here is a ſappoſition that the barren — 


may yet abide barren, when Chriſt hath done what he 


will umto it; and if it bear fruit, &c. 

Sixthly, Here is at laſt a reſolution, that if thou con - 
tinue barren, hewing days will come upon thee. And 
if it bear fruit, well, and if not, then after thou 1 all 
cut it down, 


Lord, let it alone this year alfa. 


Here i is aſtoniſhing grace indeed, aſtoniſhing grace t 
I ſay that the Lord Jeſus ſhould concern himſelf with 4 
barren fig-tree; that he ſhould ſtep in to Rop the blow 


from a barren fig-tree. True, he ſtopt the blow bur 


for a time; but why did he ſtop it at all? why did he not 
ferch om the ax ? why did he not do execution ? why 
did not he cut it down? Barren fig-tree, tis well for thee 
that there is a Jeſus at God's right hand, a Jefus of 
that laryeneſs of bowels, as to have compaſſion tor a. 
barrea fig · tree, elſe jultice had never let Lace alone to 
cumber the ground as thou haſt done. When Iſrael 
alſo had ſinned againſt God, down they had gone; bur 
that Moſes. ſtood in the breach, Exodus 32. 10. L=tme 


alone (faid God to him) that I may coniume-them in a 


moment, and I will make of thee a great nation. Bars 
ren fig · tree, doſt thou hear? Thou knew not how oft 
the hand of divine juſtice hath been up to ſtrike, and 
how many years lince thou hadſt been cut down, had 


not Jeſus caught hold of his father's ax. Let me alone, 
let me fetch * blow, or 8 it down, why cumberett 
. . it. 


might be deferred. Lord, let it alone, &c. a while 


But to proceed accordiag to my * —_— * 
TO of expoſition. | 
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it the ground? Wilt thou provoke ſtill ?, Thou bat 

wearied men, and provoked the juſtice of God; and 
wilt thou weary my God alſo? Ifai. 2. 13. 

| a 


Lord let it alone this year. 8 * 4 118 


Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe a foul for want of 
means; I will try, I will ſee if I can make it fruitful, 

1 wall not beg a long life, nor that it might be barren; | 
and ſo provoke thee, I beg for the ſake of the ſoul, 
the immortal ſoul, Lord ſpare it, one year only, one, 
one year longer, this year allo; it I do any good to it, 
it will be in a little time. Thou ſhalt not be over wea- 
Tied, with waiting; one year and then, 

Barren fiz-tree, doſt thou hear what driving there 
is between the vine dreſſer and the huſbandman for 
thy life. Cut it down, ſays one; Lord, ſpare it, KH 
ſaith another; *tis a cumber-ground, faith the father; x 
one year longer prays the ſon, let it alone this )ear 
allo. | i 


Until 7 1 gl dig about it, "ond Pp it. 


The Lord Jeſus by theſe words ſuppoſeth two things, 
as cauſes of the want cf fruit in a barren fig-tree, and 
two things he ſuppoſeth as a remedy... * 1 
gx things that are a cauſe of want of fruit are, | 8. 
» *Tis earth bound; Lond. the fig tree is earth = 
We 765 „ 
2, A want of warmer means, of fatter means. 1 1 MY 
| Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth, 3 JH 
Firit, to looſen the earth, to dig about it. 6 
| Secondly, and then to ſupply it with, dung; to dig 
about it and dung it. Lord let-it alone this year alio, 


until 1 ſhall, dig about it. I doubt it is too much 
ground bound; The love of this world, and the deceit- 8 
tulneſs ot Chis, (Luke 1.4.) lie too cloſe to the roots 1 
of the heart of this proteſſor. The love of riches, Un 
the love of honours, the love of pleaſures are the 1 
thorns that choak the word; 1 John +. n Tar 7 
all that is in the world, the luſts of the flein, the luſts 1 
of the eye, and the pride of life, are not of the Father. 1 


hut 


. 


can good fruit 
_ all evil? Which while ſome covet after, they have er- 
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but enmity to God. How then (where theſe things 
bind up the heart) ean there be fruit brought forth to 
God! Barren fig-tree, ſee how the Lord J:ſus by theſe 
very words, ſuggeſteth the cauſe of thy truitleſnefs of 
ſoul. The things of this world lie too cloſe to thy 
heart; the earth with its things hath bound up thy. 
roots; thou art an earth-bound ſoul, thou art wrapt up 


in thick clay. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him; how then can he be fruitful 


in the vineyard? This kept Judas from the fruit of 
caring for the poor, John 12. 6. This kept Demas 
from the fruit of ſelf denial, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And this 
kept Ananias and Saphira his wite, from the goodly 


fruit of ſincerity and truth, Acts 5. 5, 10. What mall 


1 ſay, theſe are fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
men in deſtruction and perdition ; for the love of mo- 
ney is the root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. How then 
Tow up upon ſuch a root, the root of 


red from the faich, and pierced themſelves through 
with many ſorrows, It is an evil root, nay, it is the 
root of all evil; how then can the profefſor that hath 
ſuch a root, or a root wrapped up in ſuchi earthly things 
as the luſts and pleaſures, and vanities of this world, 


bring forth fruit ro God. 


Until I ſhall (dig) about it. 


Lord, I will loofe his roots, I will dig up this earth, 
I will lay by his roots bare; my hand thall be upon 
him by ſickneſs, by diſappointments, by crofs provi- 
dences; I will dig about him until he ſtands ſhaking 


and tottering, until he be ready to fall; then, if ever, 


he will ſeek to take faſter hold. Thus, 1 ſay, deals. 


the Lord Jeſus oft times with the barren profeſſor ; he 
diggeth about him, he ſmiteth one blow at his heart, 


another blow at his luſts, a third at his pleaſures, a 


fourth at his comtorts, another at his ſelf. conceited - 


neſs; thus he diggeth about him; this is the way to 
take bad earth from his roots, and to looſen his roc ts. 
from the earth. Barren fig tree, ſee here the care, the 
love, the: labour and way, which the Lord Jeſus, the: 
OKs | D 3. WEE 
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drefſer of the vineyard, is fain to take with thee, if 
| N thou muſt be made fruitful. | 


Until * & 4 about it, and ( dung ) it. 


As be earth, by binding the roats ſo cloſely, may 
hinder the trees being fruitful ; ſo the want of better 
means may be alſo a cauſe e And this is more 
than intimated to the dreſſer of the vineyard, until I. 
ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 1 will ſupply it with. 
a moſt fruitſul miniſtry, with a warmer word. I will, 
give them paſtors after mine own heart, I will dung 


them. You know dung is a more warm, more fat, 


more hearty, and ſecuring matter, then is commonly - 


the place in which trees are planted. 
I will dig about it, and dung it, I will bring it un- 


der an heart awakening miniliry'; the means of grace 


ſba)}l be fat and good. I will alſo viſit it with heart 
awakening, heart warning, heart encouraging conſi- 


derations; I will apply warm dung to its roots; IL. 
will ftrive with him by my ſpirit, and give him fe 


taſtes of the heavenly gift, and the power of the world 
ro come, I am loth to looſe him for want of digpin 
Lord, let it alone this year alſo, until I ſhall dig abour 
it, and dung it. | 


And if it bear Fruit, woll. 


And if the fruit of all my labours makes this fig- 
tree fruitful, I ſhall count my time, my labour and 


means well beſtowed upon it; and, «hou alſo, O my 
God, ſhall be therewith much delighted; For thou 
art gracious, and merciful, and repenteſt thee of the 


evil, which thou threatnelt to bring upon a people. 


Theſe words therefore inform us, that if a barren 


fig-tree, a barren profe ſſor, ſhall now at laſt bring 


forih fruit to God, it hall go well with that profeſſer, 


it ſhall go well with that poor ſoul. His former bar- 
renneſs, his former tempting of God, his abuſe of 
God's patience and long ſuffering ; his miſpending 
year after year, ſhall now all be forgiven him. Yea, 


God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus A will now + 


pals 


. 


. : 
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paſs by, and forget all, and fay, well dane, at the laſt. 


When I ſay to the, wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die: if, he then, do that which is lawful and 
right, if he walks in the ſtatutes of life, without com- 
mitting, iniquity, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, 


Ezek. 18. 21. Barren fig-tree, doſt thon hear? The ax; 


is laid to thy roots, the Lord Jeſus prays God to ſpare 
thee : Hath he been digging about thee ? Hath he been, 


dunging of thee, O barren fig tree? Now thou art- 


come to the point; if thou thalt now become good, if 
thou ſhalt, after a gracious manner, tuck in the goſpel 
dung, and if thou thalt bring forth fruit into God, 
well; but if not, the fire is the laſt. Fruit, or the 
fire; fruit, or the fire, barren fig- tree. If it bear fruit, 
well. 3 | 8 | 85 


And if not, then, after that, thou halt cut it down. 


And if not, &c. The Lord by this (if) giveth us to 
underſtand, that there is a generation of profeſſors in 


the world, that are incurable, that will not, that cane 
not repent, nor be profited by the meaus of grace; a 
generation, I ſay that will recain a profeſſion, but will 
not bring forth fruit; a generation that will wear out 


the patience of God, time. and tide, threatnings and 
interceſſions, judgments and mereies; and after ail will 


be untruittul, | | | 

O the deſperate wickedneſs that is in thy heart! O 
barren profeſſor, doit thou hear? the Lord Jeius ſtands 
yet in doubt about-taze! There is an fit) ſtands yet in 


the way; I ſay the Lord Jeſus Rands yet in doubt a- 
bout thee, Whether at laſt thou. wilt be good; whether 
he may not labour in vain. ; whether. his digging and 
dunging will come to more than loſt labour, I give 
her ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented not, Rev. 2. 21. 1 
digged about it, I dunged it ; I gained time, and ſup - 


pli:d it with means; but I laboured in vain, and ipent 


my ltrength for naught, and herein in vain. Dolt thou 
hear, barren fig-tree? There is yet a queſtion, whether 


it will be weil with thy ſoul at lat? . 
There is nothing more exaſperating to the mind of 
man, than to find all his kindneſs and favour flight- 
| | „ 


1. 
11 
f 
1 | 
| 


„ THE BA RREN FIG-TREE. 


ed; neither is the Lord Jeſus fo provoked with any 
thirg, as when ſinners abuſe his means of grace; if 

it be barren and fruitlefs under my goſpet; if he turn 
my grace unto wantonneſs; if after dipping, and dung». - 


ing, and waiting, it yet remain unfruitful, I will let 


thee cut it down. g | 

Goſpel means applied, is the Iaft remedy for a bar- 
ren profeſſor ; if the goſpel, if the grace of rhe goſpeł 
will not do, there can be nothing expected, but cut it 


down. Then, after that, thou ſhalt cut it down. 


O Jerufalew, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the pro- 
phets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, how 
often would 1 have gathered thy children together, as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not? Therefore your houſes are left unto you de- 
ſolate, Matth. 13. 37, 38 Vet it cannot be, but that 


this Lord Jeſus, who at firſt did pur a ſtop to the ex- 


ec ition of his father's juſtice, becauſe he deſired to try 
more means with the fip-tree ; I ſay, it cannot be, but 


that an heart ſo full of compaſſion, as his is, ſhould be 


touched, to behold this profeſſor muſt now be cur 
down; Luke 19. 4t, 42. And when he was come near, 
he beheld the city, and wept over it, faying, if thou: 
hadſt known, even thou at leaſt, in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace, but now. they are hid: 
from thy eyes. e 


After that, thou. ſhalt cut: it down, 
When Chriſt giveth thee over, there is no interceſſor, 


no more media or, no more facrifice for ſin; all is gone 
but judgment, but the ax, but a certain fearful looking 


for judgment, and fiery indignation, Which hall de- 


vour the adverſaries, Heb. xo. 26, 27, 28. 

Barren fig-tree, take heed that thou comeſt not to 
theſe laſt words, for theſe words are a give up, a ca(t 
up; a caſt up of a caſt away; after that thou tbalt cut 
it down. There are as much as if Chriſt had ſaid, Fa- 
ther, I begged tor more time for this barren profeſſor; 


I begged until I ſhould dig about is, and dung it; but 


now, Father, the time is out, the year is ended, the 
ſummer is cuded, and no good done. I have alſo tried 
N e with. 


9 * 
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with my means, with the goſpel ; I have digged about 


it, I nave allo laid the fat and hearty dung of the goſ. 
pel to ic ; but all comes to nothing. Father, L deliver 
up this profeſſor to thee again, I have done, LI have 
done all, I have done praying. and endeavouring ; I 


will hold the head of thine ax no longer; take him into 
| the hands of juſtice, do jultice, do the law, I will ne» 


ver beg for him more. After that thou {halt cut it 
down. Wo unto them when I depart from them, Hof. 


9. 12. Now is the profeſſor ler, naked indeed, naked 


to God, raked to Satan, to fin, to the law, to death, 
to hell, naked to judgment, and to the grips of a guilty 
couſcience, and to ihe torment of the worm that never 
dies, and to tae fire that never ihal! be quenched 
Heb. 12. 25. See chat ye refule not him that ipeaketh; 
for if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him chat ſpake og 
earth, much more thall not we eicape, it we turu away 
from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. From this brief 
pals, through this parable, you have thelz two general 
obiervations. 3 „„ 

Firſt, That even when the juſtice of God cries out, 
cannot eudure to wait on this barren proteſſor any 
longer; then J:\us Chriit intercedes for a little more 


Pattence, and a little more firiving with this profeſſor, 


if poflible he may make him a truittul prof, ſſor; Lord, 
let it alone this year alſo, until I mall dig about it and 
dung it; and if it beat fruit, well, &. 

decoudly, there are ſome proteſſors whoſe day of 
grace witl end with cut it down, with judgment; 


waen Chriſt by his means bath been uſed for their ſal- 


vation. | . | 
The firſt of theſe obſervations I ſhall paſs, and not 


meddle ac all therewith ; but thall briefly ipzak to the 


lecond, to wit, 


gat there are ſome profeſſors, whoſe day of grace 
will end with cut it down, with judgment; when Chriſt. 
by his means hath been uſed for their ſalvatioa. 


This the apoſtle theweth in that third chapter of his 


 epilile to the ſebrews, where he tells us, that the peo- 
ple of the Jews, after, a forty years patience, and en- 


deavour to do them good by the means appointed tor, 
that purpoſe, their end was to be cut down, or — 
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ed the land of promiſe for their final incredulity ; ſo 
we ſee they could not enter in, becauſe of uabelief. 
Wherefore, ſaith he, I was grieved with that genera- 
tion, and faid, they do always err in their hearts, and 


they have nor known my ways; fo I ſware in my 


wrath, they ſhall not enter into my reſt, As who 
ſhould ſay, I would they ſhould have entered in, and 


for this purpoſe 1 brought them out of Egypt, led them 


through the ſea, and taught them in the wildernels z 


but they did not anſwer my work, nor defigns in that. 


matter; wherefore, they thall nor, 1 ſwear they (hall 
not; I ſwore in my wrath they ſhould not enter into- 


my reſt, Here is cutting down with judgment. 80 
again, chap. 4. he ſaich, As I have ſworn in my wrath, 


if chey ſhall enter into thy reſt, although the works 
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were finiſhed from the foundation of the world, Heb. 


4. 2» 3 4 This word (if) is the ſame with (they ſhall 


Dor) in the chapter before. St he Jalthe nal. 
ho the works were finilhed from the foundation of 


the world; he giveth us to underſtand, that what pre- 
parations ſoever are made for the ſalvation of finners 
and of how long continuance ſoever they are, yet t! 
God tempting, God provoking, and frumleſs pr 
is like to 89 without a ſhare therein! Alt 
works were fi 


biſhed from the foundatiog bf the world, 
Jude 5. 9. IV ill. therefore put you iũ remembrance, 
though you once kne this, how that the Lord, having 
ſaved the people our cee lang Egypt, afterwards 
deſtroyed them that believed. not. And the angels that 
kept not their firſt eſtate, b t their own habitation, 
he hath reſerved in everläſting chains under darkneſs, 


unto the judgment of che great day, Here is an in- 


ſtance to purpole, an inſtance of men and angels: men. 
ſaved out of the land of Egypt, and in their journey 


gels created and placed in the heavens in great ſtate 
inci ey 1 fr 
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Now, in my handling of this point, I ſhall diſcourſe 
of the cutting down, or the judgment here denounced, 
as it reſpecteth the doing of it by God's band im ne- 
diately, and that too, with reſpe& to his caſting them 
out of the world; and not as it reſpecteth an act of the 
church, &c. and as to this cutting down, or judgmen:, 
it muſt be concluded, that it cannot be before the day 
of grace be paſt with the fig- tree, but according to the 
obſervation, there be ſome profeſſors whoſe day of 


grace will end with cut it down; and according to the 
words of the text, then, after that, thou ſhalt cut it 


down : after. that, that is, after all my attempts and ens 
deavours to make it fruitful, after I have left it, given 


it over, done with it, and have reſolved to beſtow no 


more days of grace, opportunities of grace, and means 


of grace upon it? then, then, after that, thou ſhalt cut 
it down. f 2 


Beſides, the giving up of the fig · tree, is before the 


execution. Execution is not always preſently on the 


ſentence given; for after that a convenient time is 


thought on, and then is cutting down ; and ſo it is 
here in the text, the decree that it ſhall periſh, is ga- 
thered from its continuing fruitleſs all the laſt year, 
and at the end of all endeavours; but cutting down is 
not yet, for that comes with an after-word ; then after 
that thou ſhalt cut it down. | 
So then, that 1 may orderly proceed with the obſer- 
vation, I mult lay down theſe two propoſitions, 
Propoſi. 1. That the day of grace ends with ſome 
men betore God takes them out of this world. Ang, 
Prepoſi. 2. The death or cutting down of ſuch men, 


will be dreadful. For this cur it down, when it is un- 
derſtood iu the largeſt ſenſe, (as here indeed it ought) 
it ſheweth, not only the wrath of God againſt a man's 


lite in this world, but his wrath againſt him body and 
ſou! ; and is as much as to ſay, cut him off from all 
the privileges and benefits that come by grace, both in 
This world, and that which is to come. | | 


But to proceed, the day of grace ends with ſome 


men before God taketh them out of this world, | 
I thall give you iome inſtances of this, and fo go on 
to the lait propoſition. | 5 | | 
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pirſl. I ſhall inſtance | in Cain; Cain was a profeſſor, | 


(Gen. 4. 3. a ſacrificer, x worſhipper of God, yea the 


fir!) worſhipper that we read of after the fall: but his 


rapes were wild ones, Gen. 4.5. 8. his works were 


vil, he did not do what he did from true goſpel mo- 


tives; therefore God diſallowed his work. At this his 
countenance falls; wherefore he envies his brother, 
diſputes with him, takes this opportunity and kills him, 
Now i in the day be did this act were the heavens cloſed 
np againſt him, and that himſelf did ſmartingly and 


fearfully feel, when God made i::quiſition for the blood 


of Abel: and now curſed (faith God) ſhalt thou be 
from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to re- 


ceive thy brother's blood from thy hand, &c. Gen 4. 8, 
11, 12, 13, 14. and Cain ſaid, my Dubiſicient f is greater 
than Jcan bear; mine iniquity is greater then it may 
be forgiven, Bzhold thou haſt driven me out this day 
from the face of the earth, and from thy face ſhall I be 


hid. Now thou art curſed, faith God. Thou baſt 
driven me out this day, faith Cain, and from thy face 


{hill I be hid; 1 ſhall never more have hope in thee, 


ſmile from thee, nor expect mercy at thy hand. Thus 
therefore Cain's day of grace ended, and the heavens, 
with God's own heart, were ſhut up againſt him; yet, 


after this, he lived long, Gen. 4. 10. cutting down 
was not come yet; after this he lived to marry a wife, 


v. 17. to beget a curſed brood, to build a city, (and 
what not?) all which could not be quickly done: 


wherefore Cain might live after the day of grace was 
aſt with him, ſeveral hundred years, | 
: Secondly, I ſhall inftance in Iſhmael. Gen. 17. 25, 


ham's family, and was circumciſed at thirteen years of 
age, Gen. 16. 12. but he was the fon of the bond- wee 
man, he brought not forth fruit, he was a wild profeſ- 


4 


26. Iſhmael was a profeſſor, was brought up'in Abra- 


ſor: for all his religion, he would ſco# at thote that 


were better then,.himfelf, Well, upon a day his brother 
Ilaac was weaned, at which time his father made a 


feaſt and rejoiced before the Lord, for that he had 
given him the promiſed ſon; at this Iſhmael mocked 
them, their fon, and Godly- rejoicing. Then came 


the ſpirit of GOd upon Sarah, and the cried, cait him 


cut, 
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out, caſt out this bond woman and her ſon ; for the fon 
of this bond woman ſhall not be heir with my fon, with 


| Ifaac, Gen. 21. 9, 10, 11. Now Paul to the Galatians, 


(chap. 4. 29, 30, 31.) makes this caſting out to be, 
not only a caſting of Abraham's family, but a caſting 
out alſo from a lot with the ſaints of heaven. Alſo 
Moſes giveth us a notable proof thereof, in ſayinp, 


that when he died, he was gathered to his people, Gen, 


25. 17. bis people by the mother's fide, for he was 
reckoned from ber the ſon of Hagar, the ſon of the 
bond woman. Now ſhe was deſcended from the Egyp- 
tians, Gen. 21. 9+ ſo that he was gathered when 
he died, not withſtanding his profeſſion to the place 


that Pharach and his hoſt were gathered to, who were 
drowned in the Red Sea; theſe were his people, and 


he was of them, both by nature and diſpoſition, by per- 
ſecuting as they did. But now, when did the day of 
grace end with this man? obſerve, and I will thow 
you Iſhmael was thirteen years old when he was cir- 


 - cumciſed; and then was Abraham ninety years old and 


nine, Gen. 17. 24, 25, 26. The next year Iſaac was 
born, ſo that Iſhmael was now fourteen years of age: 
now when Iſaac was weaned; (ſuppoſe he ſuck'd 
four years) by that account, .the day of grace muſt 
be ended with Iſhmael, by that time he was eighteen 


years old, Gen, 25. 12. &c. for that day he mocked, 


that day it was ſaid, caſt him out; and of that caſt» 
ing out the apoſtle makes what I have faid. Be- 
ware ye young barren profeſſors. Now Iſhmael lived 


an hundred and nineteen years after this, in great trans 


quillity and honour with men; atter this he alſo be- 

gat twelve princes, even after this day of grace was 

palt. ; 
Thirdly, I ſhall inſtance Eſau, Gen 25. 27. &c. Eſau 


alſo was a profeſſor, he was born unto Iſaac, and cir- 
cumciſed according to the cuſtom: but Eſau was a 


game ſome profeſſor, an huntſman, a man of the field; 
alſo he was wedded to his luſts, which he did alſo ven- 
ture to keep rather than the birth right, Well, upon 
a day when he came from hunting, and was faint, he 
{old his birthright ro Jacob his brother: now the birth 
in thoſe days, had the prong and bleſſing annexed to 

| iT 
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| Yea'they were ſo entailed in this, that one conld 


tion is here of. weight, Heb, 12: 16, 17. take heed ſaith 
he) leſt there de among you a fuFnicator, . or profane 


birth right: for ye know how that afterwards. when 
he would have inherited the blefling, he was rejected; 
for be found no place bf repentance, tho? he ſought it 


grace is to be reckoned froth, this ſelling of his birth- 
right: for there rhe a pole. oints it, leſt there be 
among you any, that like Eſau. ſells his birth- -ripht ; 
for then goes hence the-bleſling al 5 

But Efau ſold his birth right long before his death. 


F 31. 41. and 32- 6.) and when he returned home his 


Et / cob. d welt again ſome time with his father, t 
1 ] and Efau bm ried him. TI ſuppoſe, Gen. 25, 28, 

| might live about forty, yea, for ought I know, a 
| . four ſcore years after he had ſold his birth- right, an 


7 ſo co ſequently had g put himſelf out of the grace o 
E God. ” — — | 
IJ AE thinps I would further note upon theſe three 


| 
| | profeſſors. 


| Eſau a luitful, gameſome one: three ſymptoms of a 


1 mock, and that can indulge his luſts : cannot bring 
Y forth fruit to God. 18 


that time when they committed ſome grievous fins as 
Cain, when he killed his brother; lihmael, when he 
| p:ock?d at Haac, &c. and Eſau, when, out of love to 
if his iuits, he deſpiſed, and ſold his birth right, Be: 
Z BK ware, barren profeſſor, thou mayeſt do that in half a 


6 


not be delivered for ever and ever. 


_ :4dly, ret theſe three after their day of grace was 
+» 4 over, lived better lives as to outward things than ever 
| | | they did before. Cain after this, was Lord of a city, 
0 Gen. 4. 17. Ichmael was, after this, father of twelve 


princes, 


no go without the other; wherefore the apoſtle's cau · 


perſon as Eſau, who, for one morſe] of meat, ſold his 


carefully with tears. Now the ending of Eſau's day of © 


| | Twenty years after this Jacob was with. Laban, (Gen, 


bpbrocher Eſau met him. Further, after this when Ja- 


1 \ 1ſt, Cain an angry profeſfor, Ithmael a mocking one 


| | barren proteffor. For he that can be angry, and then 


2 edly, Fhe-day of grace ended' with thefe profeſſors at 


| quarter of an hour, from the evil of which thou W 
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princes, Gen. 15. 16. and Efay, after this, told his 
brother, I have enough, my brother, keep that thou 
haſt to thyſelf, chap. 33. 8, 9 Laie, and peace, and a 
proſperous life in ourwards, are no fign of the favour 
of God to a barren and fruitleſs proteſſor ; but rather 
of his wrath, and thereby. he may be capable to trea» 
ſure up more wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and re- 
velation of the righteous judgment of God. 

Let this much ſerve for the proof of the firſt propo- 
ſition, namely, that the day of grace ends with fome 
5 men, before God takes them out of this world.“ 

Now then to thew you, by ſome ſigus, how you may 
know that the day. of grace-is ended, or near to ending 


I | with the berten profeſſor; and after that, thou thalt 


cut it down. 

Idſt. He that bath aebd! it out againſt God, and with. 
ſtood all thoſe means tor fruit, that God uſed for the 
making him, if it might have been a fruitful tree in his 


garden, is in this danger; and this indeed is the ſum 


of the parable. The fg-tree here mentioned, was blet- 
ſed with the application of means, had time allowed it 
to receive the nouriſhment ; but it out ſtood, withiiood, 
overitood, all Shak. the huſbandman or the vine dreiſler 
Ris | = 


sev of being paſt grace. 


ſus a little diſtinQly to particularize in four or fv 
ticularss = 
It. Sign, The day of grate: is. like to be paſt, when 

a profeſſor hath withltood, abuſed, and worn out God's 
patience ; then he is in danger, this is a provocation: 
then God cries, cut it down, There are tome men 
that ſleal into a proteſſion, nobody knows how; even 
as this fig-tree was brought into the vineyard, by other 


hands than God's: and there they abide lifeleſs, grace- 


leſs, careleſs, and without any good conſcience to God 
at all. Perhaps they came in for the loaves, for a 
trade, for credit, tor a blind; or it may be to ſtifle the 
checks, and grinding pangs ot an awakened aud diſ- 
quieted conſcience. Now having obtained their pur- 
pole, like the fingers of Sion, they are at calc, and ſe- 
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Wo cure; ſaying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 1 5. 32. furely the 
bitterneſs of death is paſt; I am well, thall be ſaved, and 


go to heaven: thus in theſe vain conceits they ſpend 
a year, two or three; not remembring that at every 
ſeaſon of grace, and at every opportunity of the goſpel, 


the Lord comes ſeeking fruit, well, finner, well, bar- 


8 2 


ren fig-tree, this is but a coarſe beginning : God 
comes forth. Whar have J here, ſaith God? what a 
fig - tree is this, that hath ſtood this year in my vine- 
yard, and brought me forth no fruit? I will cry unto 
him, Profeſſor, barren fig-tree, be fruitful: l look for 
fruit, I exped fruit, I muſt have fruit, therefore be- 
think thyſelf. At theſe the profeſſor pauſes; but theſe 
are words, not blows, therefore off goes this conſidera- 


/ 


tion from the heart, When God comes the next year 


he finds him {ill as he was a barren fruitleſs cumbers 
ground. And now again he complains, here are tw] n 
years gone, and no fruit appears: well, I will defer 
mine anger for my name ſake; Iſa. 18. 9. I will defer 
mine anger for my praiſe, 1 will refrain from thee, 
that I cut thee not off, as yet I will wait, I will yet 
wait to be gracious. But this helps not, chis hath not 
the leaſt influence upon the barren fig-tree z tuih, ſaith 
he, heed no threatning; God is merciful, he will de- 
fer his anger, Ita. 30. 18. he waits to be gracious ; L 
am not yet afraid. O how do ungodly men that creep 
unawares into the vineyard, turn the grace of our God 

into laſciviouſneſs ! well, he comes the third year for 
fruit, as he did before, but ill he finds but a barren 
fig; tree: no fruit: now he cries out again, O thou 
dreſſer of my vineyard, come hither, here's a fig-tree 
hach ſtood theſe three years in my vineyard, and bath 
at every ſeaſon diſappointed my expectation, for L 
have looked for fruit in vain; cut it down, my pa- 
tience is worn out, I thall wait on this fhg-tree no 
longer. 6 3 i FRO 

2- And now he begins to ſhake the fig-tree with his 
| threatening ; fetch out the ax. Now tae ax is death, 
death therefore is called for; death, come imite me 
this fig-tree. And withal the Lord thakes this finner, 
and whirls him upon a ſick bed, ſaying, take him death, 
| he hath abuſed my patience and forbearance, not re: 
3 ey, membring 
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membring that it ſhould have led him to repentance, 
and to the fruits thereof. Death, fetch away this fig- 
tree to the fire; fetch away the barren proteffor to hell. 
At this death comes with grim looks into the chamber; 
yea, and hell follows with him to the bed fide, and 
both ſtare this profeſſor in the face, yea begin to lay 
hands upon him, one ſmiting him with pains in his 
body, with head- ach, heart ach, ſhortheſs of breath, 
fainting, qualms, trembling of joints, ſtopping at the 
cheft, and almoſt all the ſymptoms of a man paſt all re- 
covery. Now while death is thus tormenting the body, 
hell is doing with' the mind and confcience, ftriking 
them with its pains, calling ſparks of fire in thither, 
wounding with its forcows and fears of everlaſting dam - 
nation, the ſpirit of this poor ereature; and now he 
begins to bethink himſelf and to cry to God for mer- 
ey: Lord, fpare me, Lord ſpare me. Nay, faith 
God, you have been a provocation to me thele three 
years. How many times have you difappointed me! 
dow many ſeaſons have you Tpenat in vath ? kow many 
ſermons and otter mercies did 1 of tiny patience afford 
you: but to no pürpofe at all; take him, death. O 
good Lord, faith the finner, ſpare me but this once ; 
' Taijte me but this once. Indeed I have been a barren 
protefior, and have ſtood to no pur poſe at all ia thy 
Vineyard; but ſpare ? O ſpare this one time, 1 beſegcek 
_ thee, and I' will be better. Away, away; you' will 
not; I have tried you theſe three years already, you 
are naught; if I thould recover you again you will be 
as bad as you was before, and all this talk is while 
death Rands by. The finner cries again, good Lord, 
try me this once, let me get up again this Cace, and 
ſee if 1. do not mend. But will you promiſe me to 
mend ? yes indeed, Lord, and vow it too, I will never 
be f6 bad again, I will be betrer. Weil, faich Goc 
death, let this profeſſor alone for this time; I will try 
1 him a while longer, he hath promiſed, he hatn vowed, 
1 that he will amend his ways; it may be he will mind 
to keep his promiſes. Vows are ſolemn things, it may 
be he may fear to break his vows. Ariſe from off thy 
bed. And now God lays down his ax. At this the 
poor creature is very thankful, praiſes God, and fawns 
| E 3 upon 
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upon him; ſhews as if he did it heartily, and calls to | 


others to thank him too, he therefore riſeth, as one 


would think, to be a new creature indeed. But by the 


time he had put on his cloaths, is come down from his 
bed, and ventured into the yard or ſhop, and there 
ſees how all things are gone to ſixes and ſevens, he bes 
gins to have fecond thoughts, and ſays to his folks,. 
what have you all been doing? how are all things out 
of order? I am I cannot tell what behind hand ; one. 
may ſee if a man be but a little aſide, that you have 
neither wiſdom nor prudence to order things. And 
now, inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his time to 
God, he doubleth his diligence after this world; alas! 
all muſt not be loſt, we muſt have orovident care. 
And thus quite forgetting. the forrows of death, the 
pairs of hell, the promiſes and vows which he made to 
God to be better; becauſe judgment was not, now, 
ſpeedily executed, therefore the heart of this poor erea- 
ture is fully ſet in him to do evil. 

3. Theſe things proving ineffectual, God takes hold 
of his ax again, ſends death to a wife, to a child, to 
his cattle, your young men have I flain, and taken a- 


way your horſes, Amos. 4. 19, 20. I will blaſt him. 


croſs him, diſappoint him, in all that he putteth his hand 
unto. At this the poor barren profeſſor cries out 
again, Lord I have ſinned, ſpare me once more, I be- 
ſeech thee. O take not away the deſire of mine eyes; 
ſpare my children, bleſs me in my labours, and I will 
mend and be better? no ſaith God, you lied to me laſt 
time, I will truſt you in this no longer ; and withal, 
tumbles” the wife, the child, the eſtate, into a grave. 
And then returns to his place, till this profeſſor 
more unfeignedly n his offence, Hoſ. 5. 
14, 15. | 
ir this the poor creature is afflicted and diftreſſed, 
rends his cloths, and begins to call the breaking of his 
promiſe and vows to mind ; he mourns and prays, and 


like Ahab, a while walks ſoftly, at the remembrance _ 


ot the julineſs of the hand of God upon him. And 
now he renews his promiies, Lord, try me this one 
time more, take off thy hand and ſee; they go far thar 


never turn. OR God e him again, ſets down 
| h the 
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the ax again ; many times he did deliver then, but 


they provoked him with their . counfels, and were 


brought low for their iniquities, Pfak 106. 43. Now 
they ſeem to be thankful again, and are as if they were 


reſolved to be godly indeed. Now they read, they 


pray, they go to meetings, and ſeem to be ſerious a 
pretty while, but at laſt they forget; their luſts prick 


them, ſuitable temptations preſent themſelves; ; where. 


fore they turn to their own crooked ways again, Pſal. 
78. 34, 36. When he flew them, then they ſought him, 
and returned early after God: nevertheleſs they did 


Hatter him with their mouth, and unto them with their 


tongue. 

4. Vet again, the Lord wilt not have this n 
but takes up his ax again, and puts him under a more 
heart ſearching miniſtry, a miniſtry that ſhall ſearch 
him, and turn him over and over: a miniſtry that ſhalk 


5 meet with him, as Elijah met with Ahab, in all his acts 


of wickedneſs, and now the ax is laid to the root of the 


tree. Beſides, his miniſtry doth not only ſearch the 


heart but preſents the finner with the golden rays of 
the glorious goſpel; now is Chriſt Jeſus ſer forth evi- 
dently, now is grace dilplayed ſweetly z now, now are 
the promiſes broken like boxes of ointment to the per- 
fuming ef the whole room. But, alas! there is yet no 


fruit on this fig-iree, While his heart is ſearching, 
he wrangles; while the glorious grace of the goſpel is 


unveiling, this profeſſor wags and is wanton, gathers 


up ſome ſcraps thereof, taites the good word of God, 


and the powers of the world to come. Heb. 6. 5. 


drinks in the rain that comes oft upon him, ver. 7. but 


bringeth not forth fruit meet for him whoſe goſpel it 
is: ver. 8. takes no heed to walk in the law of the 


Lord God of Iſrael with all his heart, 2 Kings 10. 3b 
but counts that the glory of the goſpel conſiits in talk 


aud ſhow, and that our obedience thereto is a matter 
of ſpeculation ; that good works ly in good words; and 
it they can hnely talk, they think their bravery pleaſe 


God. They think the kingdom of God conſiſts only in 
word, not in power; and thus proves ineffectual this 
fourth means allo. | 5 
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5. Well, now the ax begias to be heaved higher, for 
now indeed God is ready to ſmite the ſinner; yet 
before he will trike the ſtroke, he will try one way 


more at the laſt, and if that miſſeth, down goes the fig“ 


tree. N is laſt way" 


profeſſor by lis Spirit. Wherefore the Spirit of the Lord 


is now come to him, but not always to firive with men, 


Gen. 6. 8. yet for ſome while he will ſtrive with him, he 
will awaken, he will canvince, he will call to remem- 


brance former fins, former judgments, the breach of 
former vows and promiſes, the miſpending of former 
days; he will alfo preſent perſuaſive arguments, encou- 


raging promiſes, dreadful judgments, the ſhortneſs of 


time to repent in, and that there is hope if he comes. 
Further he will ſhow him the certainty ofQeath, and 


judgment to come; yea, he will pull and ftrive with 
this finner. But, behold, the miſchief now lies here, 
Here is tugging and ſtriving on both ſides. The Spirit 
convinces, man turns a deaf ear to God: the Spirit 


_ faith, receive my inſtruction and live; but the man 


pulls away his ſhoulder; the Spirit ſhews him whither 
he is going, but the man cloſeth his eyes againſt it; 
the ſpirit offereth violence, the man ſtrives and reſiſts; 
they have done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace, Heb. 

10. 29. The Spirit parlieth a ſecond time, and urgeth 
reaſons of a new nature; but the ſinner anſwers no, I 
have loved rangers, and after them will I go. At this 


God's fury comes up to his face, now he comes out of 


His holy place, and is terrible: now he ſweareth in his 
wrath, they ſhall never enter into his reſt ; I exerciſed 
towards you my Patience, and ſmote you in your per- 
fon, relations, and eſtate, yet you have mot turned to 
me, ſaith the Lord. In thy filthineſs is le wdnels; be- 
cauſe 1 purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou 
halt not be purged from thy filthineſs any more, till L 
cauſe my tury to reſt upon thee, Ezek, 24. 1 3. Cut it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground? - 

The ſecond ſign, that fuch 4 protefior is almoſt, if 
not quite paſt grace, is, when God hath given him o- 
ver or lets him alone, and iuffers him to do any thing, 
and that wichout controul, and helpeth him not, eicher 
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in works of holineſs, or in traits and difficulties E- 
phraim is joined to idols, let him alone, Hof. 4. 17. 
Wo be to them when E depart from them. I will laugh 
at their calamities, and will mock when their fear 
cometh, Proverbs 24.—28: 

Barren fig- tree, thou haſt hitherto been dig ged up 
and dunged, God's mattock hath hitherto been at thy 
roots, goſpel dung hath hitherto been applied to thee; 
thou haſt heretofore been ſtrove with, convinced, a- 
wakened, made to taſte and fee, and cry, O the bleſ- 
ſedneſs! Thou bait heretofore been met with under 


the word thy heart. hath melted, thy ſpirit hath fal- 


len, thy ſoul hath trembled, and thou haſt felt ſome» 
thing of the power of the goſpel. But thou hail ſin- 
ned, thou haſt provoked the eyes of his glory, thy i- 
niquity is found to be hatefal; and now perhaps God 
hath lett thee, given thee up, and lets thee alone. 
Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy conſcience ſtartled at 
the temptation to wickedneſs, for thou wert taken off 
from the pollutions ot the world, through the knows 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chritt, 2. Pet. 2. 


20, 22, 23. But that very vomit that once thou were 
turned from, now thou lappeſt up (with the dog in the 
proverb) again, and that very mire that once thou 
ſeemelt ca be waſhed from, thou art now tumbling in 
afreſh. But to particularize, there are three ſigns of a a 
man's being given over by God. 

I. When he is let: alone in ſinning, when the reins 
of his luſts are looſed, and he given up to them. And 
even as they did not like to retain God in their knows 
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, ta 
do thoſe things which are not convenient; being filled 
with all unrighteouinels, Rom. I. 28. 29. Seeſt thou a 
man that hitherto had the knowledge of God, and ſome 
ae of majeity upon him? I ay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one, 

ſporting huuſelf in his own deceivings, Rom. 1. 30, 31. 
turning the grace of our God into laſciviouſneis, and 
walking after his own ungodly luits? his judgment now 
ot a long time lingereth not, and his damnation ſlum- 


bereth not, 2 «Pet. 2. 13. Doſt thou hear, barren pro- 


ſeſſor? It is altoniihing to ſee how thoſe that once ſeems» 


ed ſons of che * and were making W 
or 
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for eternal life, now at laſt (for the rottenneſs of their 
hearts, by the judgment of God) permitted, being paſt 
feeling, to give themſelyes over unto laſciviouinels, to 
work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Eph. 4 16. 19. 
A great number of ſuch were in the hr{t goſpel-days z 
againſt whom Peter, and Jude, and John pronounced 
the heavy judgment of God. I'cter and Jude couple 
them with fallen angels, 2. Pet. 4- 3, 4+ 5, 6, 7. and 
prayer is forbid to be made for them, becauſe that is 
happened to them that happened to the angels that fell 
Jud. ver. 6, Who forſaking their firſt ſtate, and leave. 
ing their own habitation, are reſerved in chains under 
og darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great 
ay. ne” 2 8 
1. Theſe are beyond all mercy. 2. They are beyond 
all promiſes. 3. Beyond all hopes of repentance 4. They 
| have no interceſſor, nor any more ſhare in a ſacrifice 
for fin. 5. There remains nothing but a fearful looking 
tor of judgment. Wherefore, 6. They are the true 
fugitives and vagabonds, that being left of God, of 
Chriſt, of grace, and of the promiie, and being beyond 
all hope, wander and ſtagger to and fro, even as the de- 
vil their aſſociate, until their time ſhall come to die, or 
until they deſcend into battle and periſh, | 
2. Wherctore they let alone in hearing. If theſe at 
- any time come under the word, there is for them no 
God, no favour ot the means of grace, no ſtirrings of 
heart, no pity for themfelves, no love for their own 
_ falvation. Let them look on this hand or that, there 
they ſee ſuch effects of the world in others as produce 
ſigns of repentance, and love to God and his Chriit. 
Theſe men only have their backs bowed down alway, 
Rom. 1.10. Iheſe men only have their ſpirit of ſlu m- 
ber, eyes that they ſhould not fee, and ears that ſhould ' 
mot hear to this very day. Wheretore as they go to the 
place of the holy; io they come from the place of the 
holy, and ſoon are forgotten in the places where they 
fo did. Kccl. 8. zo. Only hey reap this damage, they 
treaſure up wrath agaluſt the day of wrath, and revela- 
tion againſt the rignicous judgment of God, Rom. 2. 
3 4» 5» Look toi, buriei projeffor 
3. 14k he be vilted atter the common way. of wer 
ind, 
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kind, either with ſickneſs, diſtreſs, or any kind of ca- 
lamity, tit no God appears, no ſanctifying hand of 
God, no ſpecial mercy is mixed with the affliction. 
But he falls fick, and grows well, like the beaſt 3 or is 


under diſtreſs as Saul, who, when he was engaged by 


the Philittines, was forſaken and left by God 1 Sam. 
28. 445, 6 And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves 
together, and came and pitched in Shunem z and Saul 
gathered all Ifrael together, and they came and pitebed 
in Giiboa ; and when Saul ſaw the hoſt of the Philiſ- 


tines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. 


And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord an- 
ſwered him no more, neither by dream, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets. The Lord anſwered him no more, he 


had done with him, caſt him off, and left him to ſtand _ 
and fall with his ſins by himſelf, But of this more in 


the concluſion, therefore I here forbear. * 
4+ Theſe men may ge whither they will, do what 
they will; they may range from opinion to opinion, 


from notion to notion, from ſect to ſect, but are ſted- 


fait no where, they are left to their own uncertainties; 
they have not grace to eſtabliſh their hearts; and tho“ 
ſome of them have not boalted themſelves of this liber- 
ty, yet Jude calls them wandering ltars, to whom is 
reſerved the blackneſs of darka=is, for ever, ver. 13. 
They are left as I ſaid to be fugitives and vagabonds, 
in the earth, to wander every where, but to abide no 


where, until they ſhall deſcend to their own place, Acts 


I, 5. with Cain and Judas, men of the fame fate with 
taemſelves. | | | 
A third ſign, that foch a profeſſor is quite paſt grace, 
is, when his heart is grown fo hard, ſo tony and ime 
penetrable, that nothing will pierce it. Barren fig=tre2, 
doſt thou conſider? A hard and impenitent heart is 
the curſe of Soc. A heart that cannot repent, is in- 
ſtead of all plagues at once; and hence it is that God 
ſaid of Pharoah, Exod. 9, 14. when he ſpake of delis 
veriog him up in the greatneſs of his anger, I will at 
this time fend all my plagues upon thy heart. 
Teo ſome men that have grievioully ſianed under 2 
profefſion of the goſpel, God giveth. this token of hs 
diſplcalure, they are denied the power of repentance, 
1 8 their 
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their heart is bound, they cannot repent, it is impoſ- 
ſible that they ſhould repent, ſhould they live a thouſand 
years; it is impoſſible for theſe fallaways to be renewed 
again unto repentance, ſeeing they crucify to themſelves 
the ſon of God afreſh, and put him to open ſhame. 
Heh. 6. 4, 5, 6. Now to have the heart ſo hardened, 
ſo judicially hardened, is as a bar put in by God againſt 
the ſalvation of this ſinner. This was the burden of 
Spira's complaint, I cannot do it, O now I cannot do 
This man ſees what he hath done, what ſhould help 
him, and what will becoine of him, yet he cannot re- 
pent ; he pulled away his ſhoulder before, he Ropped. 
his ears before, he ſhut up his eyes before, and in that 
very poſture God left him, and fo he Rands to this very 
day. I have fancied that Lot's wife when turned into a 
Pillar of ſalt, Gen, 19, 26. ſtood yet looking over her, 
ſhoulder, or elſe with her face towards Sodom; as the 
judgment caught her, ſo it bound her, and left her a 
monument of God's anger to after generations. 

We read of ſome that are ſeared with an hot iron, and 
that are paſt feeling: for ſo ſeared perſons in ſeared 
parts are. Their conſcience is ſeared. 1. Tim. 4, 2. 
Conſcience is the thing that muſt be touched with feel 
ing, fear, and remorſe, if ever any good be done with 
the ſinner. How then can any good be done to thoſe 
whoſe conſcience is worſe than that, that is faſt aſleep 
in ſin: Eph. 4. 19. For that conſcience that is faſt a- 
ſleep may yet be effectually awakened and ſaved ; but 
that conſcience that is feared, dried, as it were, into a 

cinder, can never have any ſenſe, feeling, or the leatt 
regret in this world. Barren fig tree, hearken, judici- 
al hardening is dreadful. There is difference between 
the hardneſs of heart that is incident to all men, and 
that which comes upon ſome as a ſignal or ſpecialjudg. 
ment of God; and although all kind of hardnels of 
heart, in ſome ſenſe, may be called a judgment, yet to 
be hardened with this ſecond kind, is a judgment only 
peculiar to them that perith ; and hardneis that is ſent as 
a puniſhment for the abuſe of light received, for a re- 
ward of apoltacy. TY 
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This judicial hardneſs is diſcovered from that which 


Is incident to all men, in theſe particulars. | 


1. It is an hardneſs coming after ſome great light 
received; becauſe of ſome great ſin committed again't 
the light, and the grace that gave it. Such hardne(s— 
as Pharoah had, after the Lord had wrought wonders 
fully before him; ſuch hardneſs as the Genriles had, an 
hardneſs that darkned the heart, an hardneſs which 
made their minds reprobate. This hardneſs is alſo the 
ſame with that the Hebrews are cautioned ta beware of, 
Heb. 3. 7. &c. an hardneſs that is cauſed by unbelief, 
and departing from the living God; an hardneſs com- 
pleated through the deceitfujneſs of ſin; fuch as that 
in the provocation, of whom God ſware, chat they 
ſhould not enter into his reſt. Tas that kind of hard- 
neſs alfo that both Cain, Iſhmael, aud Eſau were hard- 
ned with after they had committed their great tranſ- 
greſſions. ; 

2 It is the greateſt kind of hardneſs, and thence it 
is ſaid to be harder than a rock. Jer. 5. 3. or than an 
adamant, Zech. 7, 13. that is, harder than a fliat ; ſo 
hard that nothing can enter. (= 

3. It is an hardneſs given in much anger and that 
to bind the foul up in an impoſſibility of repentance. 

4. It is an hardneſs therefore that is incurable, of 
which a man muſt die and be damned, Barren profeſ- 
for, hearken to this: | 

A fourth ſign that ſuch 2 profeſlor is quite paſt grace, 
is, when he fortifies his hard heart againſt the tenor of 
God's word, Job 9. 4. This is called hardening them» 
ſelves againſt God, and turning ot the ſpirit againſt 
him. As thus, after a profeſſion of faith in the Lord 
Jeſus, and of the dodarine that is according to godlineſs, 
they (hail embulden themſelves in courſes of fin, by pro- 
miling themſelves that they thall have life and ſalvation 
notwithitanding. Barren profeſſor, hearken to this. 
iis man is called, Deut. 29. 18. A root that beareth gall 
and wormwoocd, or a poiſonous herb; ſuch an one is a» 
bominated of God, yea abhorred of his ſoul; for this 
man faith, ver. 19. 1 thall have peace, though I walk 


in the imagination or ſtubbornneis of my heart, to add 


drunkennels to thirſt; an opinion flat againſt the whole 
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word of God, yea againſt the very nature of God him. 
ſelf. Wherefore he adds. Deut. 19. 20. The anger 


of the Lord, and his jealouſly, ſhall ſinoak again that 


man: and all the curſes that are written in God's book 
ſhall lie upon him, and God ſhall blot out his name from 


under heaven. 


Yea, that man ſhall not Fail to be efeQually deſtroys 
ed ; ver. 21. The Lord ſhall ſeparate that man unto 
evil, out of all the tribes of Hrael, according to all the 


curſes of the covenant. 


He (hall ſeparate him unto evil; he ſhall give him up, 


he ſhall leave him to his heart: he ſhall i-parate him 


to that, or thoſe: that will aſſuredly be too hard for him. 
No this judgment is affected when God has given a 
man up vnto Satan, and given Satan leave, wic heut 
ſ-il, to compleat his deſtruction. I ſay, when God has 
given Satan leave eff ctually to compleat his deftructions 
I ſay, when God has given Satan leave effeQualiy to 
compleat his deſtruction ; tor all that are delivered up 
unto Satan, have not, nor do not come to this end. 
zut that is the man, whom God ſhall ſeparate to evil, 
and ſhall leave in the hands.of Zatan, to compleat withe 


out fail, his deſtruction. 


Thus he ferved: Ahab, a man that ſold himſelf to work 
wickednets in God's light, 1. Kings, 22. 25. And 
the Lord faid, whs ſhall per ſuade Ahab, that he may 
go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead? and one ſaid on this 
manner, and another ſaid on that manner; and there 
came forth a ſpirit and ſtood before the Lord, and ſaid, 
Jill perſuade him, Kings, 22. 20, 21, 22. And the 
Lord ſaid unto him, wherewith? and he ſaid, I will 
go forth, and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth ot all his 
prophets. And he ſaid, thou ſhalt perſuade him, and 
prevail alſo; go forth and do ſo. Thou thalc perſuade 
him, and prevail ; do thy will, I leave him in thy hand, 
go torth, and do ſo. 

Wherefore in theſe judgments, the Lord much con- 
cerns himfelf for the management thereof, becauſe of 
their provocation of him. This is the man, whoſe ruin 
contriveth, and bringeth to paſs by his own contri. 
Vance. I will chaſe their deluſions, for them; I will 


being their fears upon them, Lats 60. 4 1 will cauſe 
| their 
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their devices, or the wickedneſs that their hearts con- 
trive. I. even I, will cauſe them to be accepted of and 
dei'ghtful to them. But who are they that muſt thus 
be ſeared? Why, thoſe among proteſtors, that have 
. choſen their own ways, whole foul delights in their 
own abominations. To: | | © 
? HBecauſe they received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be ſaved ; tor this caufe God thall ſend them 
8 ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie, that 
they all might be damned, who believe not the truth, 
but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, God thall ſend 
them; it is a great word; yea, God ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſions; delufions that do, that ſhall make 
them believe a lie. Why ſo? That they all might be 
damned, every one of them, who believed not the truth, 
but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theff. 5. 10,11, 12. 

There is nothing more provoking to to the Lord, than 
for a man to promiſe, when God threatneth: for a man 
to be light of conceit, that he hall be ſafe, and yet to 
be more wicked than in former days; this man's foul 
abhors the truth of God, no marvel therefore it God's 
ſoul abhors him ; he has invented a way contrary to 
God, to bring about his own ſalvation; no marvel 
therefore, if God invent a way to bring about his dam- 
nation. And ſeeing theſe rebels are at this point, ve 
ſhall have peace; God will lee whoſe word ſhall Rana 
his or theirs, V5 . 

A fifth fign of a man being paſt grace, is, when ha 
ſhall at this icoff, and inwardly grin, and fret againit 
the Lord, ſecretly purpoſe to continue his courſe, aud 
Put all to the venture, deſpiſing the meiizngers of the 
Lord. He that deſpiſeth Moics's law, died without 
mercy ; of how much ſorer puniſhment, tuppole ye, 
ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
toot the ſon of God? &c, Heb. 18. 28. 

Wherefore againſt theſe deſpiſers God has fet him- 
felf, and foretold, that they thall not believe, but pes 
riſh. Behold ye deſpiſers, wonder, and perilh ; tor J 
work a work in your days, Which ye ihall in uo wiſe 
believe, though a man declare it unto you. Acts 13. 41. 

After that, thou ſhalt cut jt down. | 

Thus far we have treated of the barren fig-tree, on 
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the fruitleſs proſeſſor, with ſome ſigns to know him by, 


whereto are added alſo ſome ſigns of thofe who neither 
will nor can, by any means, be fruitful, dut muſt mi- 
lerably periſh. Now being come to time of execution. 
I ſhall ſpeak a word to that allo, after that thou ſhale 
cut it down; Chrilt at laſt turns the barren fig. tree over 


to the juſtice of God, ſhakes his hands off him, and : | 


gives him up to the fire for his unprofitableneſs. 
| Thou ſhalt cut it down. | 
Two things are to be conſidered. | 


1. The ex:cutioner, Thou, the great, the dreadful, 


the eternal God. Theſe words, therefore, as I have 
already ſaid, ſignify that Chriſt the mediator, through 
whom alone ſalvation comes, and by whom alone exe- 


cution hath been deferred, now giveth up the ſoul, 


forbears to ſpeak one ſyllable more tor him, or to do 
the leaſt act of grace further, to try for his recovery; 
but delivers him up to that fearful diſpenſation, to tall 
inco the hands ot the living God, Heb. 10. 53. 

2. The ſecond to be conſidered, is, the inlirument by 
which this execution is done, and that is death, compa» 
red here to an ax; and foraſmuch as the tree is not fel- 
Jed at one blow, therefore the ſtrokes are here continu- 


ed, till all the blows be ſtruck that are requilite for its. 


telling; for now cutting time, and cutiiag works are 
come, cutting mult be his portion, till he be cut down, 
After that, thou ſhult cut it down, Death, I fay is the 
ax, that God often uſes, wherewith to take the barren 
tig-tree out of the vineyard, out of a profeſſion, and 


a ſo out of the world at once. Bui this ax is new ground, 


it cometh well edged to the roots of this barren fig-tree, 
It hath been whetted by fin, by the law, by a tormal 
profeſſion, and therefore mult, and will make deep. 
gaſhes, not only in che natural lite, but in the heart 
and concience alſo of this profeſſor; the wages of fin 
is death, the ting of death is fin, 1 Cor. Wherefore 
death comes not to this man as he doth to faints, muz- 
zled or without his ſting, but with open mouth, in all 
his ſtrength ; yea, he ſends his firit born, which is 
guilt, to devour his ſtrength, and to bring him to the 
king os terrors, Job 18. 13, 14. 
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But to give you in a few particulars, the manner of 
we man's dying. - 

Now he hath his fruitleſs fruits beleaguer him 
1 his bed, together with all the bands and le- 
gions of his other wickedneſs, His own iniquities ſhall 
take the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be holden in the 
cords of his fins, Prov. 5. 22. 

2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God is made un- 
to him, to the perplexing and terrifying of his guilty 
conſcience. God ſhall cait upon him, and not ſpare; 
and he (hail be afraid of that which is high, Ju 27. 
22» 

3- The dark entry he is to go throngh will be a ſore 
amazement to him; for fear ſhall be in the way, Eccl. 
12. 5, Yea, terrors wil take hold on him, when he fhalt 


ſee the yawning jaws of death to gape upon him, and 


the door of the thadow of death open to give him pal- 


ſage out of the world. Now who will meet me in this: 


dark entry; how ſhall I pals en this dark entry 
into another world? 

4. For by reaſon of guilt, and a ſhaking conſcience, 
his life will hang in continual doubt before him, and he 
ſhall be afraid day and night, Deut. 28. 66, 67. and 
tall have no aſſarance of his life. 

5. Now allo want will come up againit him, he will 
come up like an armed man, There is a terrible army 


to him that is graceleſs in heart, and fruitleſs in lite. 


This want will continuaily cry in thine- ears, here is a 
new birth wanting, a new heart and a new fpirit, 
wanting; here is faith, love and repentance, the fear of 


God, and a good converſation, wanting; thou art weigh-_ 


ed in the balance and art found wanting, Dan. 5. 27. 


6. Together with theſe, ſtand by the. compamons of 


death; death and hell, death and devils, death and 


endleſs torments-in the. everlaiting flames of devouring, 
fire. When God ſhall come up unto the people, he 


will invade them with his troops, Hab. 3. 16. 


But how will this man die? Can his heart now en- 


dure, or can his hands be Rrong ? Ezek. 22. 14 
I. God, and Chrilt, and pity have left him: fin a- 


| Balult light, againſt mercy, and the long ſufferirg of. 
God, is come up againk him; his hope and confidence, 
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now lie a dying by him, and his conſcience totters and 
ſhakes continually within him. | 

2. Death is at this work, cutting of him down, hews». 
ing both back and heart, both body and foul aſunder, 

the man groans, but death hears him not; he looks 
gbaſtly, carefully, dejectedly; he ſighs, he ſweats, he 
trembles, but death matters nothing. 

3. Fearful cogitations haunt him, miſgivings, direful 
apprehenſions of God terrify him. Now he hath time 
to think what the loſs of Ni Hs will be, and what the 
torments of hell will be, now he looks 1 nao way but he 1s: 
frighted. | 

4. Now would he live, but may not; he oats "0 
though it were but the life of a bed-rid man, but muſt 
not. He that cuts him down, ſways him, as the feller of 
wood ſways the tottering tree; now this way, then that, 
at laſt a root breaks, an heart ring, an eye ſtring ſnaps. 
aſunder. 

5. And now could the ſoul be annihilated. or brought 
to nothing, how happy would it count itſelf? but it 
ſeems that it may not be. Wheretore it is put to a 
wonderful ſtrait; ſtay in the body it may not, go out 
of the body it apes not.. Life is going, the blood ſet» 
tles in the fleſh; and the lungs being no more able to- 
draw breath through the noſtrils, at Jaſt-out goes the 
weary trembling ſoul, who is immediately ſeized by de- 
vils, who lay lurking i in every hole in. the chamber for- 
that very purpoſe; his friends take care of the body, 
wrap it up in the theets or coffin; but the foul is out 
of their thought and reach, going down to the cham- 
bers of death, ; 

I had thought to have enlarged, but I forbear ; God 
who teaches man to profit, bleſs this brief and plain 
diſcourſe to thy ſoul, who yet ſtandeſt a profeſſor in the 
land of the living, among the trees of his garden. 

Amen. 
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Eloved, religion is the great bond of human ſocie- 

ty, and it were well if itſelf were kept within the 

bond of unity; and that it may ſo be, let us, according: 

to the text, uſe our utmoſt endeavours to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 

Theſe words contain a counſel and caution; the 
counſel is, that we endeavour the unity of the ſpirit; 
the caution is, that we do it in the bond of peace: as 
if he ſhould ſay, I would have you live in unity, but 
yet I would have you to be careful, and that you do- 
not purchaſe unity with breach of charity. 1 
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Let us thereſore be cautioned that we do not fo preſs 
after unity in practice and opinion, as to break the 
bond of Nees and affection. : 


In the handling of chat words, I ſhall obſerve this me- 
thod. | 


Firſt; 1 ſhall open the ſenſe of. the text. . 
Secondly, I ſhall mew wherein this unity and peace: 
conſiſt. 255 

Thirdly, I ſhall 3 you the fruits and benefits of 
it, together with nine inconveniencies and miſchiefs 
that attend thoſe churches where unity and peace are 
wanting. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, I ſhall give you twelve direc- 
tions, and motives for the obtaining of them. | 

Firſt, as touching the ſenſe of the text: when we are 
counſelled to keep the unity of the ſpirit, we are not 

to underſtand the Spirit of God as perſonally ſo con- 
ſidered ; becauſe the Spirit of God in that ſenſe, is not 
capable of being divided; and fo there would be no 
need for us to endeavour to keep the unity of it. 

By the unity of the ſpirit then, we are to underſtand, 
that unity of mind which the Spirit of God calls for, 
and requires chriſtians to endeavour after; hence it is 
that we are exhorted, by one ſpirit, with one mind, to 

ſtrive together for the faith of the goſpel, Phil. 1 25. 

But further ; the apoſtle in theſe words alludes to the 
ſtate and compolition of a natural body, and thereby 
informs us, that the myſtical body of Chriit holds an 
analogy with the natural body of man : as; 

1. In the natural body there muſt be a ſpirit to ani» 
mate it, for the body without the ſpirit is dead, James 
2. 26. ſo is the myliical body of Cnriſt; the apoltle no 
fooner tells us of that one body, but he minds us of. 

that one ſpirit, Eph. 4. 4. ? 

2. The body hath joints and bands to unite all the | 
parts; ſo hath the myſtical body of Chriſt, Col. 2. 19. 
this is that bond of peace mentioned in the text, as al. 
ſo in the 16th verſe of the ſatne chapter, where the 

- whole body is ſaid to be fitly joined together, and come 


| packed, by that which every joint ſupplietu. 
| 3, The 
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3. The natural body receives counſel and nouriſh- 
ment from the head ; ſo doth the myſtical body of 
Chriſt, he is their counſellor, and him they muſt hear; 
hence it is that the apoitle complained, Col. 2. 19. of 
fome that did not hold the head, from which the whole 
body by joints and bands hath nouriſhment. 

4 Tue natural body eannot well ſubſiſt if either the 
ſpirit be wounded, or che joints broken or diſloc ated 
the body cannot bear a wounded or broken ſpirit; a 
broken ſpirit drieth the bones, Prov. 17. 22. and a 
wounded ſpirit who can bear? Prov. 18, 14. and on the 
other hand, how often have the disjoinings of the body, 

aud the breaking thereof, occaſioned the expiration of 
the ſpirit? in Nee manner it fares with the myſtical 
body of Chriſt, how do divided ſpirits break the bonds 
of peace, which are the joints of bis body ; and how 
do the breaking of the body and church of Cnriſt wound 
the ſpirit of chriſtians, and often times occaſion the 
ſpirit and life of chriſtianity to languiſh, if not to ex- 
pire ? how needful is it then that we endeavour the 
unity ot the ſpirit in the bond of peace. | 


| Secondly, I now come to ſhe you wherein this unity 
and peace conſiſt, and this I mall demontitrate in five 
particulars. | i 
1. Unis unity and peace may conſiſt in the ignorance 4 
of many truths and in the holding of ſome errors; or 
elſe this duty of peace and unity could not be practica- 
ble by any on this füde perfection: but we mult now ens» 
deavour the unity of the ſpirit till we come to the unity, 7 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the ſon of God, 
Eph. 4. 13. becauſe now as the apoſtle faith, we know 
in parts and we prophely in Part, and now we ſee thro? 
a glaſs darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. and as this is true in 
general, ſo we may find 1t true it we deſcend to partie, 
cular inſtances; the diſciples ſeem to be ignorant of 
that great truth, which they had often and in much 
plainneſs, been taught by their maſter again and again, 
viz. That the kingdom was not of this world, and that 
in the world they thould tuffer, and be perſecuted; yet 
in Acts 1. 16, we read, that they aſked of him if he 
would at this time reſtore the kingdom of IIrael? theres 
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by diſcovering that Cirili's kingdom, as thiy thine; 
ſhould conſiſt in his temporal juriſdition over Itrael 
which they expected ſhould now commence and take 


place among them. . our Lord tells them, that 


he had many. things to Tay, and theſe were many im. 
portant truths, which they could not now bear, Jobn 


16 12 and that thefe were important truths, appears 
by » 10. 11. where be is diſcourſing of righteouſneſs 


and judgment, and,then adds, that he had yet many 
things to ſay which they cou.d not bear: and there - 
upon promiſes the comforter to lead them into all 
truth: which implies, that they were yet ignorant of 


many truths, and conſequently held diverſe errors; and 


yet for all this he prays tor, and prefies them to thei 
great duty of peace and unity, John 14. 27. and 17+» 21, 
to this may be added that of Heb. 5. 11. where the 
author ſaith, he had many things to ſay of the prieſtly 
office of Criſt, which, by reaſon of their dulnefs, they 
were not capable to receive: as alſo that in Ads 10. 
where Peter ſeems to be ignorant of that truth, viz, 
that the goſpel was to be preached to all nations? and, 
Contrary thereto, he erred, in thinking it unlawful to 
preach amongſt the Gentiles. I thall add two texts 
more, one in Acts 1, 9. where we read that thoſe diſci- 
ples who had been diſciplined and baptized by John, 
were yet ignoraut of the Holy Ghoſt, and knew not, 


as the text tells us, whecher there were any Holy Ghoſt 
or no, tho? John did teach couſtanily, that he that 
thould come after him, ſhould baptize with the Holy 
* Ghoſt, and with fire. From hence we may eafily and 


plaialy inter, that Chriſtians may be ignorant of many 
truths, by reaſon of weak and dull capacities, and 
other ſuch like impediments ; even while thoſe truths 


are with much plainneis delivered to them. Again, 


we read, Heb. 5. 13, of ſome that were unſkilful in the 


word of rightcoulnets, who nevertheleſs are called babes 
in Chriit, and Wich whom unity and peace are to be 
1aviolable kept and maintained. | 


2. As this unity and peace may conkilt i in * igno· 
rance ot many truths, and in the holding of ſome er- 
rors, 10 it mot confilt with, and it cannot conſiſt wit h- 


out, the belicviag and practiſing, thole things which 


are 
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are neceſſary to ſalvation and church communion; and 
they are, firſt believing that Chriſt the Son of God 
died for the ſins of men. Secondly, That whoever 
believeth, ought to be baptized: the third thing eſſen- 
tial to this communion, is an holy and blamele s con- 
verſation. 

Fieſt. That believing that the Jon of God. died for 
the ſins of men is neceſſary to ſalvation, I prove by 
thoſe texts, which tells us, that he rhat doth not be- 
518 ſhall be Moreira Mark 16. 16. John 3. 36. Rom. 


19. 
"Thar it is alſo aver to church communion, ap- 


| pears from Matth. 16. 16, 17, 18. Peter having confeſt 


that Chrit was the Son of the living Gad, Chriſt theres 
upon aſſures him, that upon this rock, viz. this pro- 
feſſion of faith, or this Chriſt which Peter had confeſſ- 
ed, he would build his Church, and the gates of hell 
ſhould not prevail againſt it. And, Cor. 3. 11. the 


| apoſtle having told the Corinthizas they were God's 


building, preſently adds, that they could not be built 
upon any foundation but that which was laid, which 


| was: Jeſus Chriſt. All which proves, that chriſtian 


ſociety is founded upon the profeſſion of Chriſt. And 


not only ſcripture, but the laws of right reaſon dictate 


this, that ſome rules and orders muſt be obſerved for 
the founding of all ſociety, which muſt be conſented to 
by all that will be of it; hence it comes to pals, that 


to own Chriſt as the Lord and head of chriſtians, is 


eſſentially to the founding of chriſtian ſociety. 
Secondly, The ſeriptures have declared that this faith 
gives the prafeſſors of it a right to baptiſm, as in the 
caſe of the Eunuch, Acts 8. when he demanded why he 
might not be baptized ? Philip auſwers, that if he be- 


lieved wich 8] his heart he might: the Euauch there 


upon gonfeſſing C ariſt, Was baptized: 

Now that baptiſn is eſſential to church communion, 
I prove from 4 Cor. 12. where we ſhall find the apoſtle 
Iibouring to prevent an evil uſe that might be made of 


ſpiritual gifts, as thereby to be puft up; and think that 


ſuch as wanted them, were not of the body, or to be 


eiteemed members: he thereupon reſolves, that wo- 


ever did contels Chiif, and own. him for his head, did 
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At by the Spirit, verſe 23. and not only becauſe they 
have by the guidance and direQion of the ſame Spirit 
been baptized, verſe 13. For by one Spirit we are bap- 
tized into one body, &c. I need not go about to con- 
fute that notion that ſome of late have had of this text, 
viz. That the baptiſm here ſpoken of, is the baptiſm 
of the Spirit, becauſe you have not owned and declared 

that notion as your judgment, but on the contrary, all 
of you that I have converfed with, have declared it to 
be underſtood of baptiſm of water, by direction of the 

Spirit; iſ ſo, then it follows, that men and women are 
declared members of Chriſt's body by baptiſm, and 
cannot be by ſcripture reputed and eſteemed fo without 

it; which further appears from Rom, 6. 5. where men 
by baptiſm are ſaid to be planted into the likeneſs of 
his death; and Col, 2. 12. we are ſaid to be buried 
with him by baptiſm: All which, together with the 
conſent of all Chriſtians, ſome few in theſe late times 
expected, do prove that baptiſm is neceſſary to the ini» 
tiating perſons into the church of Chriſt. en ol 
| Thirdly, Holineſs of life is eſſential to church com. 

munion, becaute it ſeems to be the reaſon why Chritt 
founded a church in the world, viz. That men might 
thereby be watched over, and kept from faliing ; that 
if any be overtaken with a fault, he that is ipiricual Ml 
might reſtore kim; that by this means men and wo- 
men might be preſerved without blame to the coming 
of Chriit ; and the grace of God teacheth us to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live. ſoberly and 
uprightly in this preſent evil world, Tit. 2. 11. 12. 

And let every one that nameth the name of the Lord 
depart from iniquicy, 2 Tim. 2. 19. And James tell us, 
ſpeaking of the chriſtian religion, that pure religion, 
and undefiled before God, is to viſit the fatherlefs and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep ourſeives unipote W 
ted from the world, James 1. 27. from all which, to- 
gether with many more texts that might be produced, 
it appears, that an unholy and profane lite is inconſiſt- 3 
ent with chriſtian religion and ſociety ; and that holti= 
neſs is eſſential to ſalvation and church communion ; 0 
that theſe three things, faith, baptitm, and a holy lite, 
as I {aid before, all churches muit agree and uvite in, 
_ | | as 
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38 | thoſe things, which when wanting, will. 4 
their being. And let not any think, that when 1 fay, 
believing the don of God died for the ſins of men, is 
eſſential to ſalvation and church-communion, that 
I hereby would exclude all other articles of the chriltte 
an creed, as not neceſſary, as the belief of the refurrec- 
tion of the dead, and eternal judgment, &c. which, 
for want of time, I. omit to ſpeak particvlarly to, and 
the rather, becauſe I und:rſtand this great article of 
believing the Son of God died for the fins of men, is 


comprehenſive of all others, and is that from whence 


all other articles may eaſily be inferred. 

And here I would not be miſtaken, as tho? I held 
there were nothing elſe for chriltians to practiſe, when 
1 ſay this is all that is requiſite to church-communion : 
tor I very well know that Chriſt requires many other 
things of us, after we are members of all his body, 
which, if we knowingly or malicioufly refuſe, may be 
the cauſe not only of excommunication, but damnation 2 
but yet theſe are ſuch things as relate to the well being, 


and not of the being of churches z, as laying on of 


hands in the primitive times upon believers, by which 
they did receive the gifts of che ſpirit; this I ſay, was 
for the increaſe and edifying of the body, and. not that 


thereby they might become of the body of Chriſt, tor 


that they were before And do not think that I believe 
laying on of hands was no apoſtolical inſtitution, be- 
cauſe, I ſay, men are thereby made members of Chriſt's 


body, or b<cauſe, I ſay, that it is not eſſential to church 


communion : why ſhould I be thought to be againſt a 
fire in the chimney, becaule I ſay it muſt not be in the 


thatch of the houſe? conſider then how pernicious a 


thing it is to make every doQriae, though true, the 
bond of communion, This is that which deſtroys uni- 
ty, and by. this rule all men muſt be perfect before they 
can be in peace. For do we not fee daily that as 
foon as men come to a clearer underſtanding of 
the mind of God, to ſay the belt of what they hold, 
that preſently all men are excommunicable, if not 
damnable, that do not agree with them? do not ſome 
believe and fee that to be pride and. covetouſneis 
witch others do not; becauſe it may be, they have 
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more narrowly and diligently ſearched into their duty. 
of theſe things than others have ? what then, muſt all 
men that have not ſo large acquaintance of their duty 
therein, be excommunicated? indeed it were to be 
withed that more moderation in apparel and ſecular 
concernments were found among churches ; but God 
forbid, that if they ſhould come ſhort herein, that we 
ſhould ſay, as one lately ſaid, that he ſhould not com- 
municate with ſuch people, becauſe they were proud 
and ſuperfluous in their apparel. 

Let me appeal to ſuch, and demand of 1 if there 
was not a time ſince they believed and were baptize 
wherein they did not believe the laying on of hands * 
duty? and did they not then believe, and do they not 

Gill believe they were members of the body of Chriſt ? 
und was there not a time when you did not ſo well un- 
deritang. the nature and extent of pride and covetuouſ- 
neſs as now you do? And did you not then believe, 
— and do you not ſtill believe, that you were true mem- 
bers of Chriſt, tho? leſs perfect? why then ſhould you 
not judge of thoſe that differ from you herein, as you 
judged of yourſelves when you were as they now are ? 
how needful then is it tor chriſtians to diflinguith if e- 
ver they would be at peace and unity, between thoſe 
. truths which are eſſeutial to church communion, and 
Thoſe that are not? 

Fourthly, unity and peace conſiſt in our making one 
ſnoulder, to practiſe and put in execution the things we 
do know: Phil. 3. 16. Nevertheleſs wherein we have 
attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the 
ſame things. How ſad is it to ſee our zeal conſume us, 
and our precious time, in things doubitul and diſputa- 
ple, while we are not concerned, nor affected with the 
practice of thoſe indiſputable things we all agree in? 
we all know charity to be the great command, and yet 
aow few agree to practiſe it? we all know they that 

labour in che word and doctrine, are worthy of double 
honour ; and that God hath ordained that they which 
preach the goipel, thould live of the goſpel: theſe du- 
tics, however others have cavilled at them, I know 
vou agree in them, and are perſuaded of your duty 
dercn: but ** s your * to practiſe ? Q how _ 
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would it be with churches, if they were but half as 
zealous for the great and plain, and indiſputable things, 


'and the more chargeable and coſtly things of religion, © 
as they are for things doubtful or lefs neceſſary, or that 
are no charge to them, and coſt nothing bur the breath 
of contention, tho? that may be too great a price tor 


the ſmall things they purchaſe with it? 
But further; do we not agree, that es cht preach 


the goſpel, ſhould do it like workmen that need not 


be aſhamed? and yet how little is this conſidered by 
many preachers, who never conſider before they ſpeak, - 
of what they fay, or whereof they affirm? how few 


give themſelves to ſtudy, that they may be approved ? 


how few meditate and give themſelves to theſe things, 


that their profiting may appear to all? 


For the Lord's fake, let us unite to practiſe thoſe 
things we know; and if we would have more talents, 
let us all agree to improve thoſe we have. 

See the ſpirit was among the primitive vrofefſvrs, 


that knowing and believing how much it concerned 
them in tne propagating: of Chriſtianity, to ſhew forth 


love to one another that fo all might know them to be 
Chriſt's diſciples, rather then there thould be any com- 


plainings among them, they ſold all they had: O how _ 


zealous were theſe to practiſe, and with one fhoulder to 
do what was upon their hearts tor God! I might fur- 
ther add, how often have we agreed in our jadgment; 
and hath it not been upon cur hearts that this and the 


- other thing is good to be done, to enlighten the dark 


world, and to repair the breaches of the churches, and 
to raiſe up thoſe churches that now lie a gatping, and 
among whom the foul of religion is expiring ? but what. _ 
do we more than talk of them; do not moſt decline 


theſe things, when they either call for their purſes, or 
their A to help in this and ſuch like works as 


theſe? let us then, in what we know, unite, that we 


may put it in. practice, remembring that if we know 
theſe things we ſhail'be happy it we do them. 


Fifthly, This unity and peace conſiſt in our joining 


and agreeing to pray for, and to preis after thoſe trucns 


we do not know. The diſciples in the primitive times 


were conſcious of their imperfections, and theretore 
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with one accord. continued in prayer and ſupplication. 

If we were more in the ſenſe of our own ignorance and 

imperſections, we ſhould carry it better towards thoſe - 

that differ from us; then we ſhould abound more in 

the ſpirit of meekneſs and forbearance, that thereby we 

might bring others, or be brought by others, to the 
knowledge of the truth :. this would make us go to 
God, and ſay with Elibu, Job. 34. 22. That which we 
ben, not, teach thou us. Bretbren, did we but all a- 
gree that we erred in many things, we ſhould ſoon agree 
to go to God, and pray for more wiſdom and revela- 

tion of his mind and vill concerning us. 

But here's cur miſery, that we no ſooner receive any. 
5 for truth, but we preſently aſcend the chair of 

| iofallibility with it, as tho? in this we could not err: 
= - hence it is we are impatient of contradiction, and be- 
come uncharitable to thoſe that are not of the ſame 
mind; but now a conſciouſneſs that we may miſtake, or 
- that if my brother err in one thing, i may err in ano. 
ther, will unite us in aff:Rion, and engage us to preſs 
alter perfection, according to that of the apolile, Phil. 
13. 13, #4z 15. brethren, I count not myielf to have 
apprehended ; but this one thing 1 do, forgetting theſe 
things which are behind, and reaching forth to thoſe 
things which are before, I prefs towards the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chrilt Jeſus. 
And if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall 
reveai Even this ui.to you. O then that we could but 
unite and agree to go to God tor one another in con- 
tidence that he will teach us; and an if any of us 
want wiidom, as who of us does not? we might aſk of 
God, who gives to all men liberally, and upbraids no 
man. Let vs, like thoſe people ſpoken ot in Iſai. 2. 
Hay one to another, come, let us go to the Lord, for 
he Will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. 

, Sixthly, This unity and peace mainly 0 in unity 
of love and affection ; this is the great and indiſpenſible 
duty of all cariltians, by this they are declared Chrilt's 
diſeiples; and hence it is that love is called the great 
commandment, the old commandmeut, and the new 
commandment, that which was ανννE,“Lũ in the be. 
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ginning, and-will remain unto the end. yea, and after 


T 4 the end: 1 Cor. 13. 8. charity never fails; but whether 
—* 4 there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; or whether there 
in be knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away. And verſe. 13. 
n And now abideth faith, hope and charity; but the 
1 greateſt of theſe is charity. And, Col. 3. 14. Above 
5 all thoſe things, put on charity, which is the bond of 
_ perfectneſs. Becauſe charity is the end of the com- 
5 mandment, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Charity, therefore, is called, 
5 the royal law, and has a ſuperintendency over other 
"jp laws, and, Goubtieſs, is a law to which others mult, 
| give place, when they come in competition with it; 
9. above all things therefore have fervent charity among. 
77 yourſelves, for charity covereth à multitude of fins, 
2 1 Pet. 4. 8. let us therefore live in unity and peace, 
x and the God of love and peace will be with us. 

1 That you may ſo do, let me remember you, in the 
* words of a learned man, that the unity of the church, 
A is an unity of love and affection; and not a bare uni- 
5 for mity of practice and opinion. | 5 

. Thnicdiy, Having thown wherein this unity conſiſts, 
- I come to the e thing propounded, and 
2 that is, to ſhew the fruits and benefits of unity and 
4 peace; together with the miſchiefs and inconveniencies. 
x attending thoſe churches where unity and peace are 

wanting. | | | 3 2 

ö ru. Uhity and peace is a duty well pleaſing to God, 

i who is ſtiled author of peace, and not of confuſion, in 

. all the churches; God's Spirit rejoices in the unity of 


our ſpirits. But, og the other hand, where ſtrife and 
diviſions are, there the Spirit of God is grieved. Hence 

it is that the apoſtle no ſooner forbids the Epheſians. 

= to grieve the Spirit of God, but he preſently ſubjoins 
- as @a remedy againſt that evil, that they put away 
bitterneis and evil-ſpeaking ;. and be kind one to an- 


as God for Chrik's ſake 
30, 32. N \ | 
 2dly, As unity and peace are pleaſing to God, and. 
rejoice bis Spirit, {o they rejoice the hearts and ſpirits: 
ot God's people. Unity and peace bring heaven down: 
Agon earth among us. Hence it is the apoſtle tells uss, 
| ne” | Kom. 


hath forgiven them, Eph. 4, 
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other, and tender hearted, forgiving one. another even 
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78 A. Exhortation to © 
Rom. 4. 17. That the kingdom of heaven is not meat 
and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. Where unity and peace are, there 


is heaven upon earth; by this we taſte the firſt fruits 


of that bleſſed eſtate we ſhall one day live in the fru- 
tion of; when we ſhall come to the general affembly, 
and church of the firſt born, whoſe names are written 
in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the mn" 
rits of juſt men made perfect, Heb. 12, 234. 

This outward peace of the church (as a learned mad 
obſerves) diftils into peace of conſcience, and turns 


_ writings and readings of controverſy, into treatiſes of 


mortitication and devotion. 

And the Pfalmiſt tells us, it is not only good, but 
p'eaſant, for brethren to dwell together in unity, Pſa}, 
133. 1. But where unity and peace are wanting, there 
are {terms and troubles; where envy and ſtrife is, there 
is confuſton and every evil work, James 2. 16 Tt is the 
outward peace of the church that increaſes our outward 
joy; and the peace of God's houſe gives occaſion to 
eat our meat with gladneſs in our own houſes, Acts 
26. 2. 

zoly. The unity and peace of the church make come 
munion of ſaints defirable, What is it that imbikters 
church communion, and makes it burdenſome, but di- 


' viſions? have you not heard many complain that they 


are weary of church -communion, becauſe of church 


contention ? but now where unity and peace is, there 


Chriſtians long for communion. | 
David faith, that he was ghid when they ſaid unto 
him, let us go to the houſe of God, Fſal. 122. 1, Why 


was this but becauſe (as the third verſe tells us} Jeru- 


ſ.lem was a city compact together, where the tribes 


went. up, the trioes of the Lord, to give thanks to his 


name? And David ſpeaking of the man that was once 
his friend, thereby let us know the bene fit of peace and 
unicy, Plal. 55. 14. We, ſaith he, took ſweet counſel 
together, and walked in the houſe of God in company. 


Were unity is ſtrongeſt, communion is ſweeteſt and 


motit defirable. You ſee then that Peace and union 
fiit the people f God with deſires alter commun ion; 
but 
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2% but on the- other hand, hear how: David complaing- 
— Pſal. 120. f. Wo is me, that I ſojourn in Meſech, and, 
e that I dwell in the tents of Kedar. The Pfalmiſt here 
's is thought to allude to a ſort of men that dwelt in the 
— deſarts of Arabia, that got their livings by contention; 
> and therefore he adds, verſe 6. That his foul had long: 
n delt with them that had hated peace. This was that 
* which made him long for the courts of God, and eſteem 
5 one day in his houſe better than a thouſand elſewhere ;. 
1 this made his ſoul even faint for the houfe of God, be- 
gs cauſe of the peace of it; Bleſſed are they, ſaith he, 
F that dwell in thy houſe, they will be ſill praifing thee. 


There is a certain note of concord, as appears, Acts 2... 
where we read of priwitive nnen meeting with 
one accord praiſing God. - 

4ibly, Where unity and. peace are,. there many miſe 
abicls and inconveniences are prevented, which attend 
thoſe people where peace and unity are wanting; and 
of theſe many that might be nö,, I ſhall briefly 
inſiſt upon theſe nine. 

1. Where unicy and dercn are wanting, there is 
much precious time ſpent to no purpoſe; how many 
days are ſpent, and how many fruitleſs journies made 
to no profit, where the people are not in peace ? how 
often have many redeemed time (even in ſeed time and 
harveſt) when they could ſcarce afford it, to go to- 
church, and, by reaion of their diviſions, come home 
worſe than they went, repenting they have ſpent o 
much precious time to ſo little benefit ? how fad is it to- 
ſee men ſpend their precious time, in which they 
ſhould work out their falvation, by labouring, as in 
the fire, to prove an uncertatn and doubttul propoſiti- 
on; and to trifle away their time, in which they thould 
make their calling and election fure; to make ſure of an 

_ 6prnion, which, when they have done all, are not in- 
fallibly certain whether it be true or no, becauſe all 
things neceilary to ſalvation and church communion 
are plaigly laid down in ſcripture, in which we may 
be tatalliuly ſure of the truth of them? but for other 
things that we. have no plain text tor, but the truth of 
then depends upon our interpretations, we mult be 


cautioned, that we do not ſpend much time in impo- 
ling 
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devour one another, take heed ye be not-conſumed one 


where charity is, we are willing to hide the faults and 
- Miſe, neither will it ſpeak evil. . . 
3. Where unity and peace, are wanting, there can 
God, nor much for one another. When the devil 


and churches, he divides their counſels, and (as one 


fing them upon. or venting among others, unleſs / we 
can aſſume infallibility ; otherwiſe we ſpend time upon 
uncertainty. And whoever caſt their eyes abroad, 


and open their ears to intelligence, ſhall both ſee, and 


to their ſorrow hear, that many churches ſpend moſt of 


their time in jangling and contending about thoſe things 


which are neither eſſential to ſalvation or church com- 
munion ; and, which is worſe, about ſuch doubtful 
queſtions that they are never able to give an infallible 
folution of. But now, where unity and peace are, our 
time is ſpent in praiſing God, and in thoſe great queſ- 
tions, what we thould do to be ſaved? and how we 
may be more holy and more humble towards God, and 
more charitable, and more ferviceable to one another? 

2. Where unity and peace are wanting, there is evil 
ſurmifing, and evil ſpeaking to the damage and diſ- 
grace, it not to the ruining of one another: Gal. 5. 
14) 15. The whole law is fulfilled in one word, thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſeif ; but if ye bite and 


of another, No ſooner is the bond of charity broken, 
which is as a wall about Chriltians, but ſoon they be 
gin to make havock and ſpott of one another; then 
there is raifing evil reports, and taking up evil reports 
againſt each other: hence it is that whiſpering and 
back-biting proceeds, and going from houſe to houſe 
to blaze on the faufts and infirmities of others ; hence 
it is that we wateh for the haltings of one another, and 
do inwardly rejoice at the miſcarriages of others, ſay- 
ing in our hearts, ah, ah, ſo we would have it. But 
now, where unity and peace are, there is charity; and 


cover the nakedneſs of our brethren, Charity thinketh 
no evil, 1 Cor. 12, 5. And therefore it cannot ſur» 


be no great matters enterpriſed, we cannot do much for 
would hinder the bringing to paſs good in nations 


well obſerves) he divides their heads, that he may di- 
vide their hands. When Jacob hath praphetied ot the 
. e | cruelty. 
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cruelty of Simeon and Levi, who were brethren, he 
threatens them with the conſequence of it; Gen. 49s 
7, TI will divide them in Jacob, and ſcarter them in 
Iſrael. The devil is not to learn that maxim he had 
taught the Machiavelians of the world, divide © imve- 
ra divide and rule; it is an united force that is formi- 
dable. Hence the ſpouſe in the Canticles is ſaid to be 
but one, and the only one of her mother, Cant. 6. 9. 
Heceupon it is ſaid of her, ver. 10: that ſhe is terrible 
as an army with banners. What can a divided any 
do, or a diſordered army that have loſt their banners, 
or for fear or ſhame, thrown them away? In like 
manner, what can Chriſtians do for Chriſt, and the 
enlarging his dominions in the world. in bringing men 
from darkneſs to light while themſelves are divided and 
diſordered? Peace is to Chriſtians, as great rivers are 
to fome cities, which {beſides other benefits and com» 
modities) are natural fortifications, by reaſon whereof | 
thoſe places are made impregnable; but when, by the 
ſw>tility of an adverſary, or the folly of the citizens 
theſe waters come to be divided into petty little rivu- 
lets, how ſoon are they aſſail'd and taken? Thus it \ 
fares with churches, when once the devil, or their own 
folly, divides them, they will be ſo far from reſiſting 
of him that they ſoon will be ſubjected by him. 
Peace is to churches as walls to cities: nay, unity 
hath defended cities that had no walls; It was once 
demanded of Agefiiaus, why Lacedæmon had no walls? 
He anſwers, (pointing back to the city) that the con- 
cord of the citizens was the ſtrength of the city. In 
like manner, Chriſtians are ſtsong, when united; then 
they are more capable to reſiſt temptation, and to ſuc- 
cour ſuch as are tempted ; when unity and peace is a- 
mong the churches, ther: are they like a walled towa: 
and when peace is the church's wall, ſalvation will be 
her bulwark. PEER | | | 
Plutarch tells us of one Silurus that had eighty ſons, 
whom he calls io him as he lay on his death bed, and 
gave them a theaf of arrows, thereby to ſignify, that if 
they lived in unity, they might do much, but if they 
divided, they would come to nothing, If Chriſtians 
Were all of one piece, if they were but all one lump, or 
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but one ſheaf or byydle, how great are the things they 
might do for Chriſt and his people In the world, where» 
as, otherwiſe they can do little but diſhonour and of- 
fend bim. 4 5 1 VVV 
It is reported of the leviathan, that his ſtrength is 

in his ſcales; Job 4t. 15, 16, 17. His ſcales are bis 
pride, ſhut up together as with a cloſe ſeal z one is fo 
near to another, that no air can come between them 
they join together, they ſtick together, they cannot be 
ſundred. If the church of God were united like the 
ſcales of the leviathan, it would not be every brain ſick 
notion, nor angry ſpeculation, that would cauſe their 
ſeparation, 1 2 | | | 
Solomon faith, two are better than one, becauſe if 
one fall, the other may raiſe him : then ſurely twenty 
are better than two, and an hundred are better than 
twenty, for the ſame reaſon, becauſe they are more ca- 
pable to help one another. If ever Chriſtians would do 
any thing to raiſe up the weak and comfort the feeble, 
"and to fetch back thoſe that have gone aſtray, it mult 
be by unity. 175 . N 
We read of the men of Babel, Gen. 11. 6. The 
Lord ſaith, behold, the people are one, &c. And now 
notbing will be reſtrained from them that they have i- 
magined to do. Fa Bs Z | ? 
MWMe learn by reaſon what great things may be done 
in worldly atchievements where unity is; and ſhall not 
reaſon (aſſiſted with the motives of religion) teach us 
that unfty among Chriſtians may enable them to enter» . 
priſe greater things for Chriſt ? would not this make 
Satan fall from heaven like lightning? For as unity 
built litera} Babel, it is unity that muſt pull down 
myſtical Babel. And on the other hand, where diviſi- 
ons are, there is confuſion ; by this means @ Babel hath 
been built in every age. It bath been oblerved by a- 
learned man, and I with I could not lay truly, hat there 
is moſt of Babel and confuſion among thoſe thai cry out 
moſt againſt it, It we would have a hand to deliroy Ba- 
bdylon, let's have a heart to-unite one among another. 
Gur Eugliſh biſtories tells us, thai after Auſtin the 
monk had been ſome time in England, he heard of 
{ome ot the remains of the Britiſh Chrittiaus, __ 
v4 | 3 be 
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he convened to a place, which Cambden in his Britan- 
nia, calls Auſtin's Oak: here they met to conſult about 
matters of religion; but ſuch was their diviſion, by 
reaſon of Auſtin's impoſing ſpirit, that our (tories tells 


us, that ſynod was famous for this, that they only met 


and did nothing. This is the miſchief of diviſions, 
they hinder the doing of much good ; and if Chriſtians 
that are divided, be very famous tor any thing, it will 


_be, when they have often mec together, aud talked of 


this thing, but did nothing. 


4 Where unity and peace are wanting, there the 
weak and wounded, and the wicked are hardened : uni . 


ty may well be compared to precious oil. Pſal. 132. 2. 
It is the nature of oil, to heal that which is wounded, 


and to ſoften that which is hard, Thoſe that have 
hardened themſelves againſt God and his people, when 
they ſhall behold unity and peace among them, will 


ſay, God is in them indeed. Aud, on the other hand, 
are they not ready to fay, when they ſee you divided, 


That the devil is in you, that you cannot agree? 

. Diviſiogs and want of peace, keep thoſe out of the 
chick that would come in, and cauſe many go out that 
are in. 

The diviſions among Chriſtians (as a lacing? man 
obſerves) are a ſcandai to the Jews, an opprobrium to 
the Geniles, and an inlet to atheiſm and infidelity. 


Iuſomuch that our controverſies about religion (eſpe- 


cially as they have been ot late managed) have made 
religion ttielt become a controverſy. O then, how 
good and pleaſant * thing is it for brethren to dwell 


together in unity.]! The peace and unity among the 


primitive Chriſtians, drew others to them; what hin- 


ders the converſion of the Jews, but the diviſions of 
Cnriſtiaus, ! Muit I be a Chridian, ſays the Jew? what 
Ciriltian muſt I be? what ſect muſt | be ot? The Jew 


(as oue notes) glotling upon the text in Ilai. 11. 6. 


wWnere it is propheſied, that the lion and the lamb (hall 


lie down together, and that there thall be none lett to 


hurt nor detiroy in all God's holy mountain; and in- 


ter pre ting thele ſayings to ſignify the concord and peace 
that thail b: among tae people that own the Meth ih, 
do hence conclude, that the Mciliah is not yet come 

| „ becauſe 
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becauſe of the contentions and diviſions that are among 


thoſe that profeſs him. And the apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 
14. 23. That if an unbeliever ſhould ſee their diſorders, 


he would fay they were mad; but where unity and 


peace are, there the churches are multiplied. We read, 


Acts 9. That when the churches had reſt, they multi- 


| plied; and Adds 2. 46, 47. when the church was ſerving 
God with one accord, the Lord added to them daily 


ſuch as would be ſaved. 


It is unity that brings men inro the church, and di- 


viſions that bring them out. It is reported of an Indian 
paſſing by the houſe of a Chriſtian, and hearing them 


contending, being deſired to turn in, he refuſed, ſay- 


ing, Habamack dwells there, meaning that the devil 
dwelt there; but where unity and peace are, there God 
is; and he that dwells in love, dwells in God. The 
apoſtle tells the Corinthians, that if they waited orderly, 
even the unbeliever wouid hereby be enforced to come 
and worthip, and fay, God was in them indeed. And 
we read, Zech. 8. 23. of a time when ten men ſhall 


take hold of a Jew, and fay we will go with you, tor 
we have heard that God is with you. | : 4 


And hence it is that Chriſt prays, John 17. 21. that 
his diſciples might be one, as the Father and he were 
one, that the world might believe the Father ſent him ; 


as it he ſhould ſay, you may preach me as long as you 


will, and to little purpoſe, if you are not at peace and 


uni:y among yourſelves. Such was the unity of Chziſ- 
tiaus in former days, that the intelligent heathen would 


* 


ſay of them, that tho? they had many bodies, yet they 


had but one foul. And we read the ſame of them, 


Acts 4. 32. that the multitude of them that belizved, 


were of one heart and one foul. „ 
And as the learned Stillingfleet obſerves in his Ireni- 


cum, The unity and peace that was then among 


Christians, made religion amiable in the judgment of 
impartial heathens; Chriltians were then known ody 


the benignity and ſweetnels of their diſpoſitions, by the 


candor and ingenuity of tacir ſpirits, by their mutual 


love, forbearance and chndeſcenſion to one another. 
But either this is not the practice of Chriſtianity, (viz. 
a duty Chriſtians are now bound to obterve) or elie it 
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is not calculated for our meridian, where the ſpirits of 
men are of too high an elevation for it; for if pride 
and uncharitableneſs, diviſions and ſtrife, wrath and 
envy, animoſities and;conteritions, were but the marks 
of true Chrifiians, Diogenes need never light his lamp 
At nocn to find out ſuch amongſt us; but if a ſpirit of 
meekneſs, gentleneſs and condeſcention, a ſtooping to 
the weakneſſes and infirmities of one another, a purſuit 
after peace, when it flies from us, be the indifpenſible 
duties, and characteriſtical notes of Chriitians, it may 
poſſibly prove a difficult inqueſt to find out ſuch, for all 
the crowds of thoſe that ſhelter themſelves under that 
glorious name.“ 1 ans ; 
It is the unity and peace of churches that bring 
others to them, and make Chriſtianity amiable. What 
is propheſied of the church of the Jews, may, in this 
cafe be applied to the Gentile church, Iſai. 66. 12, 
That when once God extends peace to her like a river, 
the Gentiles ſhall come in like a flowing ſtream; then 
and not till then, the glory of the Lord ſhall ariſe upon 
his churches, and his glory ſhall be ſeen among them 
then ſhall their hearts fear and be enlarged, becauie 
the abundance of the nations ſhall be converted to 
_ them.” | | 2 8 
6. As want of unity and peace keeps thoſe out of the 
church that would come in ſo it hinders the growth of 
thoſe that are in. Jars and diviſions, wrangling and 
prejudices, eat out the growth, if not the lite of religi- 
on. Theſe are thoſe waters of Marah, that imbitter 
our ſpirits, and quench the Spirit of God. Unity and 
peace are ſaid to be like the dew of Hermon, and as a 
* dew that deſcended upon Sion, where the Lord com- 
manded his bleſſing, Flal. 133. 3. : 

Liviſfions run religion into briars and thorns, con- 
tentions and parties. Diviſions are to churches like | | 
wars in countries; where war is, the ground lieth waſte 
and untilled, none takes care of it. It is love that edi- 
fieth, but diviſion pulleth down; diviſions are as the ol 

' Eorth-eaſt wind to the fruits, which cauſes them to 

ewindle away to nothing; but when the ſtorms are o- 
ver, every thing begins to grow. When men are divi- 
ded, they ſeldom ipeak the truth in love; and then no 
"IN "I - marvel 
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marvel they grow not up to him in all chings which i is 


the head. 


It is a ſad preſage of an 3 famine, ( as one 
well obſerves) not of bread nor water, but of hearing 
'of the word of God, when the thin ears of corn deſtroy 
the plump full ones; when the lean kine devour the fat 
ones; when our controverſies about doubtful things, 


and things ot leſs moment, eat up our zeal for the more 


indiſputable and practical things in religion which may 
give us cauſe to fear, that this will be our character, 


by which our age ſhall be known to poſterity, that it 


was the age that talked of religion moſt and loved it the 
lesſt. 

Look upon thoſe N where GEE is, and there 
you {hall find proſperity ; when the churches had reſt, 
they were not only multiplied, but walking in the fear 


. of the Lord, and the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, they 


were edified ; it is when the whole body is knit toge- 


ther, as with j joints and bands, that they increaſe with 
the increaſe of God, | 


We areat a and ſometimes, where + WR is ſo little 
growth among churches, why men have been ſo long 
in learning, and are yet ſo far from attaining the know- 
ledge of the truth; ſome have given one reaſon and 
tome another; frm ſay pride is the cauſe, and others 
ſay covetouſaeſs i is the cauſe; I wiſh I could ſay theſe 
were no cauſes ; but I obſerve, that when God entered 


bis controverſy with his people of old, he mainly inſiſt» 


ed upon ſome one fin, as idolatry, and ſhedding inno- 


cent blood, &c. as comprehenſive of the reſt ; not but 


they were guilty of other ſins, but thoſe that were the 


molt capital are particularly inſiſted on. In like man- 
ner, whoever would take but a review of churches that 


live in contentions and diviſions, may eaſily find that 


breach of unity and charity is their capital fin, and the 
occaſion of all other ſins; no marvel then that the 


tcripture ſaith, the whole law is fulfilled in love; and 
if lo: then where love is wanting, it follows, the whole 
law is broken. It is where love grows cold, that fin a- 
bounds : and therefore the want of unity and peace is 
tue cavle of that n and barrenneſs that is awong 


us 


* 
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us; it is true in ſpirituals as well as temporal, that 
Peace brings plenty. 


7. Where unity and peace are wanting, our prayers 


are hindered ; the promiſe is, that what we ſhall agree 


to aſk, ſhall be given to us of our Heavenly Father. 
No marvel we pray and pray, and yet are not anſwer- 
ed; it is becauſe we are not agreed what to have. 

It is reported that the people in Lacedzmonia, com- 
ing to make ſupplications to their idol god, ſome of 
them afked for rain and others of them aſked for fair 
weather; the oracle returns them this anſwer, that 
they ſhould go firſt and agree among themſelves. 
Would a heathen god refuſe to anſwer ſuch prayers, 


in which the ſupplicants were not agreed; and all 
ve think the true God will anſwer them? 


We ſee that diviſions hinder our prayers, and lays a | 


prohibition on our ſacrifice; if thou bring thy gift to | ; 


the altar, ſaith Chriſt, and there remember that thy 


brother had ought againſt thee, leave thy gift, and go 


and firſt be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 


and offer it. So that want of unity and charity hi- 


ders even our particular prayers and devotions. 2 
This hindered the prayers and faſtings of the people | 
of old from finding acceptance, Iſai. 58. 3. The 


people aſk the reaſon wherefore they faſted, Load God 


did not fee nor take notice of them? He gives this rea - 
fon, becauſe they taſted tor {irite and debate, and hid 
their face from their own fleſh. Again, Iſai. 59, the 


Lord ſaith, his hand was not thortened, that he could 


not ſave; nor his ear heavy, that he could not hear; 
but that their ſins had ſeparated between their God and 


them. And among thoſe many fins they food charge- 


able with, this was none of the leaſt, viz. that the way 
of peace they had not known. You fee where peace 
was wanting, prayers were RBGcrens both Son ara the 


Old and New Teſtament. 


The ſacrifice of the people, in 101 65. that faid 
ſand further off, I am holier than thou, was a ſmoak 
in the noſtrils of the Lord. On the other hand, we 


read how acceptable thoſe prayers were that were made 


with one accord, Acts 4. 24. with 31. they prayed: 
with one accord, and they . all ot one heart, * 
2 ; | 0 
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of one ſoul ; and ſee the benefit of it, they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpoke the word with all bold - 
nels ; which was the very thing they prayed for, as 
appears, verſe 29. and the apoſtle. exhorts the huſband 
to dwell with his wife, that their prayers might not be 
hindered, 1 Pet. 3. 7. We fee then want of unity and 
peace, either in families or churches, is an hindrance. 
of prayers. | - = 

8. It is a diſhonour and diſparagement of Chriſt, 
that bis family ſhould be divided. When an army falls 
into mutiny and diviſion, it reflects diſparagement on 
him that has the conduct of it: in like manner, the 
diviſion of families are a diſhonour. to the heads, and 
thoſe that govern them. And if fo, then how great 
do we diſhonour our Lord and Governor, Who gave 
his body to be broken, to keep his church from break- 
ing, who prayed for their peace and unity, and left 
peace at his departing for them for a legacy, even a 
peace which the world:could not beſtow upon them? 

9. Where there are peace and unity, there is a ſym- 
pathy with each other; that which is the want of one, 
will be the want of all; who is afflited, ſays the apoſtle 
and I burn not? We ſhould then remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which. 
ſuffer adverſity, as being ourſelves alſo in the body, 
Heb. 14. 3. But (here the body is broken, or men 
are not reckoned or. eſteemed of the body, no marvel. 
we are ſo little affected with ſuch as are afflicted} where: 
diviſions are, that which is joy of the one, is the grief 
of another; but where unity, peace and charity a» 
bound, there we ſkall find Cnriſtians mourning with 
them that mourn, and rejoicing with them that rejoice ; 
then they will not envy the proſperity of others, nor ſe- 
cretly rejoice at the miſecies or miſcarriages of any. 
Lal, I ſhall give fourteen directions and motives: 
for obtaining peace and unity. oe LN 

1. If we would live in peace and unity, we muſt pray 
tor them. We are required to ſeek peace: of whom 
then can we ſeek it with hopes to find it, but of him 
who is a God of peace, and has promiſed to bleis his 
people wich it? God has promiſed to give his people 

| | | . ape 
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one heart, and one way; yet {for all theſe thing he 
will be ſought unto. 


The peace of Churches is hes the apoſtle prays Gave 
in all his epiſtles ; in which his deſire is, that grace and 


: Peace may be multiplied and increaſed among them. 


2 They that would endeavour the peace of the 


churches, muſt be careful who they commit the care and 


overſight of the churches to; as, firſt (over aud be- 


ſides thoſe qualifications which ſhould be in all Chriſ- 
tians) they that rule the church of God thould be men 
of counſel and underſtanding. Where an ignorant 


miniſtry i is commonly is an ignorant people, eee 
as it was of old, like prieſts, like people. 

How ſad is it to ſee the church of God committed 
to the care of ſuch that pretend to be teachers of o- 


thers, yet underſtand not what they ſay or whereof. 


they affirm? No marvel the peace of churches is bro- 


ken, when their watchmen want ſkill to preſerve their 


unity, which of all things is as the church's wall: 
when they are divided, no wonder they crumble to 


atoms, if there is no ſkilful phyſician to heal them. 


It is ſad when there is no balm in Gilead, and when. 


there is. no phyſician there. Hence it is, that the 


wounds of churches become incurable, like the wounds. 
of God's people of old, either not healed ar all, or elſe 


but ſlighely, and to ho purpoſe. May it not be ſaid of 


many churches at this day, as God ſaid of the church. 
of Iſrael, that he fought tor a man among them that 
ſhould ſtand in the 80, and make up the 5 but. 
he found none? 

Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 2. 7. The 
p'i:K's lips ſhould preſerve knowledge; and the people 


ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth; but when this is 


wanting, the people will tumble and depart from God 


and one another. Therefore God complains, Hoſ. 4 6. 
that his people were deſtroyed for want of knowledge; 


that is, for want ot knowing guides; for if the light in 


them, that teach, be darkneſs, how great is that dark- 
neſs? and if the blind lead the n no marvel both 


fall into the ditch. 
How many be there that take upon them to teach. 


others, that had need be taught the beginning of re- 
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ligion; chat inſtead of multiplying knowledge, multi» — _ 
ply words without knowledge? and inſtead of making 4 
— known God's counſel, darken counſet by words without - 
knowledge? fome do more than darken counſel, fer p 
they wreft the counſel of god; 2 Pet. 3. 16. In Paul's 
epiſtles are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which 
they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as they do 
alfo the other ſcriptures, - to their own: deſtrucion- 
Some things in ſcripture are hard to be known, aud 
| they are made harder by fuch unlearned teachers, as 
1 utter their own notions by words without knowledge. 
x None are more bold: to take upon them to expound 
| the dark myſteries and fayings of the prophets and re- 
velations, and the gth of the Romans, which I believe 
contains fome of thoſe many things which in Paul's e- 
piſtle, Peter ſaith, were hard to be underſtood; I fay, 1 
none are more forward to dig in theſe mines, than:thoſs 
that can hardly give a ſound reaſon for the firſt prinn 
ciples of religion; and ſueh as are ignorant of many F\% 
more weigbty things, that are eaſily to be ſeen in the þ 
face and ſuperficies of ſcripture... Nothing will ferve- | 
35 t leſe but ſwimming in the deeps, when they have not 1 
| pet learned to wade thro? the fhallows of the ſcyiptures 4. 
# like the Gnoſticks of old, who thought they knew. alt: F\. 
= things, though they knew nothing as they ought. And 
1 as thoſe Gnoſticks did of old, fo do ſuch teachers of 9 
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late, break the unity and peace of churches. How 1 
needful then is it, that, if we deſire the peace of * 
churches, we chufe out men of knowledge, who may 
be able to keep them from being ſcattered with every 
wind of doctrine; and who may be able to convince and 
ſtop the mouths of gain-fayers ? | | 
3. You muſt not only chuſe men of counſel ; but (if 
you deſign the unity and peace of the churches) men 
of co irage to govern them; for as there muſt be wif- 
dum io bear with ſome, io there mui} be courage to 
corr: & others: as ſome mult be intruſted meekly, ſa 
others rebuk'd tharply, that they may be found in the 
faith: there mult be wiſdom to rebuke ſome with long · 
ſuff-ri:g, and courage to ſuppreſs and {top the mouths 
cf others. The apoſtle tells Titus of ſome whoſe mouths 
n. uſt be Ropped, or elle they would ſubyert whole 
; Ez houſes * 


- houſes, Tit. 1. 1. where this courage has been wanting, 
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not only whole houſes, but whole churches: have been 


lubverted. And Paul tells the Galations, that when: 
he ſaw ſome endeavour to bring the churches into bon- 
dage, that he did not give glace to them no not for an 


hour, &c. Gal. 2. 5. If chis courſe had been taken by 


J 7 the rulers of churches, their peace had not been ſo often 
'_  rnvaded by unculy and vain talkers; 875 | 55 


: 4. Is chuſing men to rule, if you would 8 


to keep the unity of the ſpirit, and the bond of peace: 


| thereby, be. careful you chuſe men of peaceable diſpoſi- 


tions. That which has much annoyed the peace of 


tbe: churches, has been the froward and perverſe ſpirits: 
of the rulers: thereof. Solomon therefore adviſes, that 


with a furious man we ſhould; not go; leſt we learn his 
ways, and get a ſnare to our fouls, Pro. 22. 24, 25. 


And with tbe froward we learn frowardneſs. How do 


ſome men's words eat like a canker; who inſtead of 
lifting up theie voice like a trumpet, to found a parley 


for peace, have rather ſounded an alarm to war and 


conteution? if we would live in peace, let us reverence- 


their feet that bring the glad tidings of it. O how 


have ſome made it their buſineſs ro preach contentions, 
and. upon entertaining of every novel opinion to preach. 


ſeparation l how has God's word been. ſtretched and 
_ torn, to furniih. theſe men with arguments to tear 
churches? have not our ears heard thele texts, that 


ſa come out from among them, and be ſeparate, &cs 
And withdraw from every brother that walks diſorder- 
ly? I fay, have we not beard in theſe texts, that were 
written to prevent diſorder, brought to countenance. 
the greateſi diſorder in the church of God, even 
ſchiſa and diviſion? whereas one of theſe exhortations 
was written to the church of Corinth, to ſeparate 
themſelves from the idols, temple. and table, which 
many of them lived in the participation of, not with- 


Ranging. their profeſſion of the true God; as appears, 


1 Cor. 6. 16, 17. compared with: © Cor. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 
Lo. 14, 20, 22+ and not for ſome members, who ſhall 
make themſelves both judges and parties to ſeparate, 
when, as often as they pleaſe, from the whole congre- 
gation and church of God whe, oy ſtood e 5 
| Fo | or 
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for, by the ſame rule, and on the ſame ground, may 
others ſtart ſome new queſtions among theſe new ſepa - 
ratiſts, and become judges of communicableneſs of them, 
and thereupon make another ſeparation from theſe, 
till at laſt two be not left to walk together. And for 
that other text, mentioned 2 Theſſ. 3. 9. where Paul 
erhorts the church of Theſſalonica to withdraw them «+ 
ſelves. from every brother that walks diſorderly; I 
wonder that any ſhould bring it to juſtify their ſepara- 
tion, or withdrawing from the communion of a true 
(tho? a diſorderly) church. For, 1. conſider that this: 
was not writ for a few members to withdraw from 
the church, but for the church to withdraw from diſ- 


_ orderly members. 2. Conſider that if any offended 


member, on pretence of error either in doctrine or 
practice, ſhould by this text, become judges (as well as 
parties) of the grounds and lawfulneſs of their ſepara- 
tion, then it would follow, that half a ſcore notorious 

hereticks, or ſcandalous livers (when they have walked 
ſo as they forſee the church are ready to deal with, 
and withdraw from them) ſhall anticipate the church, 
and pretend ſomewhat again it, of which themſelves: 
mult be judges, and, ſo withdraw from it, pretending 
either hereſy or diforder ; and then condemn the 
church, to prevent the diſgrace of being condemned: 
by it. How needful then is it, that men of peaceable 
diſpoſitions, and not of factious and dividing ſpirits, be 
choſen to rule the church of God, left it be leavened 
and ſowred by them ? PAR 1p, 
5. As there muſt be care uſed in chuſing men to 
rule the church, ſo we muſt conſider that there are 
many things darkly laid down in ſcripture ; this will 
temper our ſpirits and make us live in peace and unity 
the more firmly in things wherein we agree; this will 
help us to bear one another*s burthen, and ſo fulfil: 
the law of Chriſt, in as much neceſfary to ſalvation 
and church=communion are plain in ſcripture. And 
where things are more darkly laid down, we ſhould 
confider that God intended hereby to ſtir up our dili- 
gence, that we might increaſe our knowledge, and 
not our diviſions: for it may be ſaid of all diſcoveries 
. of truth we have made in the ſcriptures, as it is _ | 
8 | , : Ok. 


of the globe of the earth, that though men have made 
great ſearches, and thereupon great diſcoveries, yet 
there is ſtill a terra incognita, an unknown land; fo 


ing and falling out with thoſe who have not yet made 


from the thoughts and apprehenſions of men. And, 


it were, on the ſuperficies, and the face of the letter, 


mut conſider bow God has tempered the body, that 


Moles (Ads 7. 26.) ang OT ee to reconcile. 
le 
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there is in the ſeriptures; for after men have travelled 
over them, one age after another, yet ſtill there is a 
terra incognita, an unknown tract, and to put us upon 
further ſearch and inquiry, and keep us from cenſur- 


the ſame diſcoveries: ſo that we may ſay with David, 
when we reflect on our ſhort apprehenſions of the mind 
of God, we have ſeen an end of all perfections, but 
God's commands are exceeding broad; and (as one 
obſerves, ſpeaking of the ſcriptures) that there is a 
path in them leading to the mind of God, that lies far 


on the other hand, in many other places, God fits, as 


where he that runs may diſcern him ſpeaking plainiy, 
and no parable ar all. How ſhould the conſideration 

of this induce us to a peaceable deportment towards 
thole that differ? 4 4 

6. If we would endeavour at peace and unity, bas \ 


ſo the comely parts ſhould not ſeparate from the un- 
comely, as having no need of them; 1 Cor. 12. 2-— 
There are in Christ's body and houſe, ſome mem» 
Les and veſſels leis honourable, 2 Tim. 2. 20. and 
therefore we ſhould not, as ſome now-a-days, pour tha 
more ardent diſgrace, inſtead of putting the more a- 


bundant honour upon them; did we but conſider this, | | 


we lhould be covering the weakneſs, and hiding the } 


miſcarriages of one another, and the moſt uſeleſs meme. 5 


ber in its place uſeful, | 


7, If we would live in peace, let us remember our 


relations to God, as children to a father, and to each 


other as brethren, Will not the thoughts that we have 


one father quiet, us, and the thoughts that we are bree. 


hren unite us? It was this made Abraham purpoſe 
terms of peace to Lot, Gen. 13, let there be no ſtrife 
hetween us for we are brethren, And we read of 


t them at one again, 
, 


chaſe that ſtrove together, and to. 


94 An Exhortation to 1 | 


Sirs, ye are een en, why do ye wrong one another 3 
A deep ſenſe of this, that we are breathren, would 
keep us from dividing. Y 
- 8. If we would preſerve peace. let us mind the gifts, | 
graces, and virtues that are in each other; let theſe 
be more in our eye then their failings and imperfec-* | 
tions. When the apoſtle exhorted the Philippians to 
peace, as a means hereunto, that ſo the peace of God 
might rule in their hearts, he tells them, Chap. 4. 8. 
That, if there were any virtue or any praiſe, they 
ſhould think of theſe things. While we are always ex 
poſing the faults of one another, and ſpreading their, 
infirmities, no marvel we are fo little in peace and 

charity; for as charity covers a multitude of ſins, Aſo 
malice covers a multitude of virtues, and makes us 
deal by one another, as the heathen perſecutors dealt 
with chriſtians viz. put them in bear ſkins that they 
might more eaſily become a prey to the dogs 3 ; 
' to devour them. 

9 If we would keep unity and peace, let ns lay 
aſide provoking and dividing language, and forgive 
thoſe that uſe it. Kemember that old ſaying, evil 
words corrupt good manners. When men think to 
carry all before them, with ſpeaking uncharitably and 
difgracefully of their brethren, or their opinions, may 
not ſuch be anſwered, as Job anſwered his uafriendly 
viſitants, Chap. 6. 25. how forcible are right words? 
but what do your arguings-reprove ? how healing are 
words fitly fpoken? a word in ſeaſon, how good is it? 
if we would ſeek for peace, Jet ns clothe all our treaties 
for peace with acceptable words; and where one word 
may better do than another, let that be uſed to expreſs 
perſons or things by; and let us not, as ſome do, call 
the different practices of our brethren, will- worſhip, 
and their different opinions, doctrines of devils, and 
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught furnication, &e. 
unleſs we can plainly and expreſly prove it ſo. Such 
Tagguage as this has ſtrangely divided our fpirits, and 
bardened our hearts one towards another. 

10. If we would live in peace, let us make the beſt 
conſtruction of one another's words and actions. Cha- 
wy Judges the * and it thinks no evil. If N. 

an 
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and actions may be well conſtrued, let us never put an 
ill conſtruction upon them: how much has the peace 
of chriſtians been broken by uncharitable interpreting 
words and actions? as ſome lay to the charge of 
others, what. they never ſaid, ſo, by ſtraining men's 

words, others lay to their charge that they never 
thought, „ | : 
11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe that God, 

| by his providence, has ſet over you, this is a great 

means to preſerve the unity and peace of churches z 

but when men (nay ſometimes women) ſhall _uſfurp 
authority, and think themſelves wiſer than their teach- 

ers, no wonder if they run into contentions and par- | 
ties, and ſay, they are not free to hear thoſe whom - 
the church thinks fic to ſpeak to them, This is the | 
firſt ſtep to ſchiſm, and is often attended with a finful 
ſeparation. „ ͤ ' „ 

12. If you would keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 

bond of peace, be mindful, that the God whom you 
ſerve is a God of peace, and your Saviour is a prince 

of peace; that his ways are pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths are peace; that Chriſt was ſeni to give light to 
them that lit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death 
and to guide our feet in the way of peace. 


13. Conſider the ſameneſs of ſpirit among the ene. 1 
mies of religion: though they differ about other things, — 
yet they all agree to perſecute and extirpate religion 
out of the earth; the devils in the air, in the earth, 
in hell, and in the world, do all make one at this turn. 
Shall the devil's kingdom be ynited, and Chriſt's be 
divided? Shall the devils join to drive on the deſign of 
damning men, and Chriitians not unite to carry on 
the great deſign of ſaving ot them? Shall the papiſts 
agree to carry on their interelt, notwithſtanding the 
multitudes of orders, degrees and differences among 
them? And ſhall not theſe that call themſelves Res 
formed Churches, unite to carry on the common in- 
tereſt of Chriſt in the world, notwithſtanding ſome 


petty and diſputable differences among them; quar- 
rels about religion, (as one obſerves) were ſins not 
named among the Gentiles, What a ſhame is it then 
for Chriſtians to abound in them, eſpecially conſider- 

ing 
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ing the nature of Chriſtian religion, and what large 
proviſions the author of it has made to keep its pro- 
feſſors in peace? Inſomuch that is is next to a miracle, 
that ever any (eſpecially the profeſſors of it) ſhould 
fall ontabourtit. ©. | | 

14- Conſider and remember, that the judge ſtands 
at the door; let this moderate our ſpirits, that the 
Lord is at hand. What a ſad account will they have 
to make when he comes that ſhall be found to ſmite 
their fellow ſervants, -and to make the way to his 
kingdom narrower than ever he made it? Let me cloſe 
all in the words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 13. 11. Finally, 
brethren, farewel, be perfect, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace ſhall be with you, ES 
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EADER, I thought good to advertiſe thee, that 

I have delivered this to thy hand, in the ſame 
order and method in which it was preached and, al- 
moſt, in the ſame words, without any diminithings, or 
conſiderable enlargings, unleſs it be in the fourteen 
lat -particulars; upon ſome of which I have made 
ſome enlargments, which I could not then do for want 
of time; but the ſubſtance of every one of them was 
then laid down in the ſame particular order as here 
thou hait them. And now I have done, I doubt not 
(to ule the words of a moderate man on the like occa» 
fion) it will fare with me, as it doth commouly with 
him that parcs a fray; both parties may perhaps 
drive at me for wiſhing them no worſe than peace: 
my ambition of the public tranquilicy' of the church 
ot God, I hope will carry me through theſe hazards; 
let both beat me, ſo their quarrels ceaſe, I thall re- 
joice in the'blows and ſcars L thall take for the church's 


ö alert. 
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